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PREFACE 

In line with the resolution concerning further work on labour migration statistics, adopted in 
2013 by the 19th International Conference of Labour Statisticians, the ILO has undertaken to 
identify good practices in defining international standards on labour migration statistics. A set 
of questionnaires was developed to survey metadata information on the data that are available 
in each country in respect of international labour migrants, the source of the data and the 
methods and definitions used.  
 
In 2015–16, the survey questionnaires were sent to all national statistical offices in the ILO 
Member countries and territories, and they were requested to administer the questionnaire to 
all organizations and agencies that produce data related to international labour migration. The 
aim of the country survey is to contribute to the development of international standards on the 
concepts and definitions relating to the measurement of international labour migration and help 
improve and promote the comparability of data across countries. This effort will, in turn, make 
it possible to develop a better global understanding of the scope and nature of international 
labour migration and its relationship to national development and contribute to efforts to 
improve the integration of migrants into society and guarantee their rights. 

 
Detailed information on the number of responding countries, the periodicity and coverage of 
various data sources on international labour migration, the type of information collected by 
countries on international labour migrants, the concepts and definitions used, the classifications 
used in organizing the data, the methods of data collection and dissemination, and the sampling 
design used for sources that are based on surveys is presented in a separate ILO report entitled 
“Compendium of sources and methods used in the compilation of international labour 
migration statistics: ILO metadata” (2019).  
 
The present report analyses the metadata gathered through the ILO metadata country survey. 
 
The ILO Department of Statistics hopes that both researchers and national statistical offices 
will use the material presented here to enhance understanding of and improve data collection 
programmes in respect of international labour migration.   
 
 
 
Rafael Diez de Medina, 
ILO Department of Statistics 
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Executive Summary 

In 2015, the ILO conducted a country survey with the aim of gathering metadata on 

international migrant workers. For this purpose, the ILO developed seven different 

questionnaires to identify the most common sources of data for international migrant workers, 

the periodicity of such data and the detail in which labour market outcomes of international 

migrant workers could be described using different data sources.  

The seven questionnaires consisted of the Population Census questionnaire, Household Survey 

questionnaire, Border and Admission Statistics questionnaire, Establishment Census 

questionnaire, Establishment Survey questionnaire, Administrative Sources questionnaire, and 

Estimation of International Migrant Workers questionnaire. These questionnaires were sent 

electronically in four different languages to 229 ILO member states. Totally, 128 countries 

responded by returning at least one questionnaire. The overall response rate was 55.9 percent.  

Countries answered the ILO Country Survey by referring to their administrative records or 

surveys/censuses. If multiple data sources exist for a given questionnaire type, countries were 

asked to fill in more than one questionnaire. Hence, the number of questionnaires returned per 

country could exceed seven. The total number of questionnaires received from 128 countries 

was 480. This report analyses the metadata gathered from 128 countries by aggregating the 

information at the country level so that each country only contributes once to a given 

questionnaire type and considers countries that have provided a response.    

The report is organised along the seven different questionnaire types. Each section considers 

whether a given data source gathers information on migration related characteristics, labour 

related characteristics and demographic characteristics. Among migration related 

characteristics, the main variables of interest are country of birth, country of citizenship and 

country of previous residence. Among labour related characteristics, the main variables of 

interest are employment status (whether employed or not), occupation held, industry/economic 

sector employed in, status in employment (i.e. employee, employer, self-employed, unpaid 

family worker), hours of work and wages. Demographic characteristics include age, sex, 

marital status and education. Apart from stocks of international migrant workers, the ability of 

different data sources in identifying flows of international migrant workers is also assessed. 

The report also discusses whether a given data source identifies refugees and asylum seekers 

as separate and distinct migrant groups.     
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Population Census 

The Population Census questionnaire of the ILO is answered by 122 countries. Of these, 116 

countries collect information on country of birth, 98 on country of citizenship and 72 on 

country of previous residence (for foreigners and citizens who have lived abroad). The number 

of countries that collect information on the employment status of the respondents is even higher 

at 117, with the result that nearly 96 percent of countries are able to identify international 

migrant workers through their Population Census. The number of countries that collect all three 

pieces of information on country of birth, country of citizenship and country of previous 

residence, which would allow for the identification of different migrant groups within 

international migrant workers such as return migrants, immigrants, foreign-born citizens, 

foreign-born non-citizens and the like, is also quite significant at 58 or 47.5 percent of all 

countries. All countries that conduct a Population Census collect basic demographic 

information on age and sex. 

 

Table E1 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  116 95.1 
Country of citizenship  98 80.3 
Country of previous residence 72 59.0 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 58 47.5 
Employment  117 95.9 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 117 95.9 
Age and sex  122 100 
Total 122 100 
Note: * includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

The number of countries that collect information on former household members who have left 

to live, work or study abroad is 54 (44.3 percent). The number of countries that inquire about 

the date of departure and the reason for it, which would allow for the identification of for-work 

migrants is 21 or 17.2 percent. The number of countries that inquire about both the date of 

departure and the employment status of former household members, which would allow for the 

identification of emigrants working abroad is 9 or 7.4 percent. 
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Table E2 Number and Distribution of Countries by Variables on In and Out-Migration 

– Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad (out-
migration) 

54 44.3 

Out-migration, month/year of departure, and reason 21 17.2 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and employment 9 7.4 
Household members who ever lived abroad  
(in-migration) 

52 42.6 

In-migration, month/year of arrival, and reason 9 7.4 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and employment 46 37.7 
Total 122 100 

        Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Of the 122 countries with a Population Census, 54 or 44.3 percent report to cover refugees and 

35 countries or 28.7 percent asylum seekers. Countries that cover asylum seekers also cover 

refugees so that the number of countries that cover both groups is 35. 

 

Household Surveys 

A total of 86 countries have responded to the ILO Country Survey on the different types of 

Household Surveys they carry out and in which, they collect information on international 

migrants. Nearly 70 percent of countries inquire about the country of birth and country of 

citizenship in their household surveys. The proportion that inquire about the country of 

previous residence is somewhat lower at 46.5 percent – 40 out of 86 countries. The number of 

countries that collect all three types of information is even lower at 28 or 32.6 percent. 

Employment status information, other hand, is collected by nearly all countries, with the result 

that the number of countries that collect employment information along with some information 

on migration characteristics is 71 or 82.6 percent. Hence, an overwhelming number of countries 

are able to identify international migrant workers through their household surveys but a more 

limited number of countries are able to make finer categorizations within international migrant 

workers. Basic demographic characteristics are also collected almost universally.  
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Table E3 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Household Surveys 

 
Household surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  59 68.6 
Country of citizenship  58 67.4 
Country of previous residence 40 46.5 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 28 32.6 
Employment  84 97.7 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 71 82.6 
Age and sex  84 97.7 
Total 86 100 
Note: * includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Out of 86 countries, 30 (34.9 percent) report to collect information on former household 

members who have left to live, work or study abroad. However, the number of countries that 

inquire about the date of departure and the reason for it is smaller at 15 (17.4 percent), while 

the number of those that inquire about the date of departure and current employment status of 

former household members is 10 (11.6 percent).  In terms of in-migration, the number of 

countries that inquire about household members who have ever lived abroad, their date of 

arrival and the reason for it is limited to 4 countries (or 4.7 percent). Those that inquire about 

the date of arrival and current employment status is slightly higher at 12 (14 percent). 

 

Table E4 Number and Distribution of Countries by Variables on In and Out-Migration 

– Household Surveys 

 
Household surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad 
(out-migration) 

30 34.9 

Out-migration, month/year of departure, and reason 15 17.4 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and employment 10 11.6 
Household members who ever lived abroad  
(in-migration) 

23 26.7 

In-migration month/year of arrival, and reason 4 4.7 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and employment 12 14.0 
Total 86 100 

        Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Out of 86 countries, 16 countries (18.6 percent) report that they cover refugees and 5 countries 

(5.8 percent) asylum seekers in their household surveys. Countries that cover asylum seekers 

also cover refugees. 

 

Labour Force Surveys 

Of the 47 countries that have reported on their Labour Force Surveys nearly three quarters 

collect information on country of birth, 70.2 percent on country of citizenship and 40.4 percent 

on country of previous residence. Nearly a third collect all three types of migration related 

characteristics. By their very nature, Labour Force Surveys collect information on the 

employment status of respondents and the proportion of countries that collect employment 

information along with at least one migration related characteristic is 83 percent. 

 

Table E5 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  35 74.5 
Country of citizenship  33 70.2 
Country of previous residence 19 40.4 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 15 31.9 
Employment  47 100 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 39 83.0 
Age and sex  47 100 
Total 47 100 

 Notes: Excludes two countries that did not respond to employment questions of the survey. 
* includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

In contrast to the rather high proportion of countries that are able to identify stocks of 

international migrant workers through their Labour Force Surveys, the number of countries 

that are able to identify flows is rather small. In terms of out-migration, only 4.3 percent of 

countries are able to identify for-work migrants and 6.4 percent flows of emigrants working 

abroad. In terms of flows of in-migration, 2.1 percent of countries are able to identify for-work 

migrants but a slightly larger proportion -12.8 percent – immigrants employed in the country. 
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Table E6 Number and Distribution of Countries by Variables on In and Out-Migration 

– Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

12 25.5 

Out-migration, month/year of departure, and reason 2 4.3 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and employment 3 6.4 
Household members who ever lived abroad  
(in-migration) 

9 19.2 

In-migration, month/year of arrival, and reason 1 2.1 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and employment 6 12.8 
Total 47 100 

      Note: Excludes two countries that did not respond to employment questions of the survey. 
      Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Out of 47 countries, 6 countries (12.8 percent) cover refugees in their Labour Force Survey but 

only two countries (4.3 percent) cover asylum seekers. 

 

Border and Admission Statistics 

Out of 128 countries that have returned at least one ILO survey questionnaire only 48 countries 

have filled out the questionnaire on Border and Admission Statistics. Of these 48 countries, 20 

countries (41.7 percent) collect information on country of birth, 38 countries (79.2 percent) on 

country of citizenship and 24 countries (50 percent) on country of previous residence. The 

number of countries that collect all three sets of migration related characteristics is limited to a 

third of all countries. A comparatively smaller number of countries (13 countries or 27.1 

percent) inquire about the employment status of individuals crossing the country’s borders with 

the result that only a fourth of countries are able to identify international migrant workers 

through their Border and Admission Statistics. A significant proportion of countries (85.4 

percent) do, however, inquire about age and sex of entrants and/or those that exit. 
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Table E7 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Border Admission Statistics 

 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  20 41.7 
Country of citizenship  38 79.2 
Country of previous residence 24 50.0 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 16 33.3 
Employment  13 27.1 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 12 25.0 
Age and sex  41 85.4 
Total 48 100 

Note: * includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

 

Out of 48 countries, only 20 collect information on the reason for persons leaving the country 

and even fewer number of countries (12) inquire about both the reason for departure and 

intended duration of stay abroad. In terms of arrivals, 29 countries inquire about the reason for 

the arrival of persons to the country, 22 record the year of entry and the reason for entry but 

only 9 countries the year and reason of entry and the time period allowed to stay in the country.  

 

Table E8 Number and Distribution of Countries by Variables on In and Out-Migration 

– Border Admission Statistics 

 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 

No of 
countries 

% 

Reason for departure 20 41.7 
Reason and intended duration of stay 12 25.0 
Reason for arrival 29 60.4 
Year and reason for entry 22 45.8 
Year and reason for entry and period allowed to stay 9 18.8 
Total 48 100 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

In their Border and Admission forms and registers, a half of countries report to cover refugees 

(24 out of 48 countries) and a third of countries (16 countries out of 48 countries) asylum 

seekers. 
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Establishment Census  

Out of 128 countries that have filled out at least one ILO questionnaire, only 18 countries have 

responded to the ILO questionnaire on the Establishment Census. 

 

Table E9 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Establishment Census 

 
Establishment Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  6 33.3 
Country of citizenship  7 38.9 
Country of previous residence 1 5.6 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 1 5.6 
Employment  18 100 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 11 61.1 
Age and sex  11 61.1 
Total 18 100 
Note: * includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

About a third of the countries responding to the ILO questionnaire on the Establishment Census 

report to inquire about country of birth, 38.9 percent on country of citizenship but only 5.6 

percent on country of previous residence. Hence, in about 60 percent of the cases would it be 

possible to identify international migrant workers through the information collected in the 

Establishment Census and more often than not, the identification would be through either the 

country of birth or citizenship. It is also interesting to note that even the very basic demographic 

information – age and sex – is not collected universally. 

 

Establishment Survey 

Similar to the case of the Establishment Census questionnaire, very few countries - 16 in total 

- have filled out the Establishment Survey questionnaire of the ILO.  
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Table E10 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Establishment Surveys 

 
Establishment Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  5 31.3 
Country of citizenship  7 43.8 
Country of previous residence 1 6.3 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence - - 
Employment  16 100 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 10 62.5 
Age and sex  11 68.8 
Total 16 100 
Note: * includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

Of these 16 countries, 31.3 percent report to collect information on country of birth, 43.8 

percent on country of citizenship and 6.3 percent on country of previous residence. 

Accordingly, the proportion of countries that are able to identify international migrant workers 

is 62.5 percent of those answering the Establishment Survey questionnaire. Similar to the case 

of the Establishment Census, the identification would be mainly through either the country of 

birth or citizenship. 

 

Administrative Sources 

A total of 72 countries have reported on their administrative sources as it concerns migrant 

populations. 

Close three quarters of countries collect information on country of citizenship in their 

administrative sources. The proportion that collect information on country of birth -63.9 

percent – is also quite high, whereas the proportion of countries that collect information on 

country of previous residence is lower at 29.2 percent. Only a quarter of countries collect all 

three pieces of information on migration related characteristics. Information on the 

employment status of persons is collected by 30 countries out of 72 (41.7 percent), with the 

result that in only 37.5 percent of countries is it possible to identify international migrant 

workers through administrative sources. In contrast, basic demographic information is 

generally collected in administrative sources. 
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Table E11 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Administrative Sources 

 
Administrative Sources collect information on 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  46 63.9 
Country of citizenship  53 73.6 
Country of previous residence 21 29.2 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 18 25.0 
Employment  30 41.7 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 27 37.5 
Age and sex  65 90.3 
Total 72 100 
Note: * includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

 

Table E12 Number and Distribution of Countries by Variables on In and Out-

Migration 

– Administrative Sources 

 
Administrative Sources collect information on 

No of 
countries 

% 

Reason for departure 10 13.9 
Year and reason for departure 9 12.5 
Reason for arrival 28 38.9 
Year and reason for entry 26 36.1 
Year and reason for entry and period allowed to stay 21 29.2 
Total 72 100 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

It is more likely for the administrative sources to collect information on individuals entering 

the country rather than those that exit. Hence, the proportion of countries that record both the 

year of departure as well as the reason for it is limited to 12.5 percent of countries. In contrast, 

the same information is collected by 36.1 percent of countries for individuals entering the 

country.  
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Estimation of International Migrant Workers 

A total of 25 countries have answered the ILO questionnaire on the Estimation of International 

Migrant Workers. 

 

Table E13 Number and Distribution of Countries by Key Variables of Interest 

– Estimation of International Migrant Workers 

 
Estimation of International Migrant Workers 
produce information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth  14 56.0 
Country of citizenship  11 44.0 
Country of previous residence 7 28.0 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 6 24.0 
Employment  16 64.0 
Employment and some migration characteristic* 13 52.0 
Age and sex  19 76.0 
Total 25 100 
Note: * includes either country of birth, citizenship or previous residence. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

Out of 25 countries, 14 countries (56.0 percent) report that their estimations produce data on 

country of birth, 11 (44.0 percent) on country of citizenship, and 7 (28.0 percent) on country 

of previous residence. In 16 countries (64.0 percent) estimations produce data on employment 

status and in 13 countries (52.0) on employment status and some migration related 

characteristic that would enable the identification of international migrant workers.  

Overall, the metadata suggest that the most likely source in identifying international migrant 

workers are population censuses. They are followed by household surveys, in particular, labour 

force surveys. When it comes to identifying the different groups of migrant workers within 

international migrant workers such as return migrants, foreign-born citizens and the like, again 

the population censuses turn out to be the most likely source. However, the rather infrequent 

application of population censuses makes them less useful as compared to household surveys 

in providing timely data on international migration workers.  

Measuring flows of international migrant workers is more challenging than measuring stocks 

particularly through surveys due to additional data requirements. Border and admission 

statistics and administrative sources are useful in measuring flows of international migrants 
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though not necessarily international migrant workers and particularly those that leave the 

country for the purposes of employment abroad.  

Tracking refugees and asylum seekers, particularly those that are in employment, would require 

incorporating in surveys and censuses questions particularly aimed at these groups of 

international migrants.   

 

  



19  

1. Introduction 

The 19th International Conference of Labour Statisticians (ICLS) that took place in October 

2013 adopted a resolution requesting the ILO to “set up a working group with the aim of sharing 

good practices, discussing and developing a work plan for defining international standards on 

labour migration statistics that can inform labour market and migration policy’ (ILO, 2013, p. 

68.). In order to identify ‘best practices’, the ILO has set up a Working Group on the Labour 

Migration Statistics and carried out a country survey to identify the sources of data on labour 

migration and the type of information collected through them.  

The metadata were gathered through seven different questionnaires that were developed by the 

ILO and which reflected the potential sources of data for migration related statistics. These 

seven types of questionnaires were Population Censuses, Household Surveys, Border and 

Admission Statistics, Establishment Censuses, Establishment Surveys, Administrative 

Sources, and Estimations of International Migrant Workers. The questionnaires were designed 

to serve a number of purposes. Firstly, they would identify the most common sources of data 

for international migrant workers. Secondly, they would identify the periodicity in which such 

data are gathered and statistics produced. Thirdly, they would shed light on how countries 

define international migrants and the criteria they employ to identify them in surveys and 

institutional data. Fourthly, they would reveal the detail in which labour market outcomes of 

international migrant workers could be described using various data sources. Information on 

the general practices of countries as it regards to international migrant workers would help in 

the formulation of a definition of international migrant workers that can be commonly agreed 

upon and identify the most common instruments through which data can be gathered on 

international migrant workers and therefore, form a basis for recommendations for countries 

that wish to collect and tabulate such data. 

In line with the objectives mentioned above, this report analyses the metadata gathered from 

128 member countries with the primary aim of understanding the type of information gathered 

by countries on international migration in general and international migrant workers in 

particular, the type of survey instruments they use in gathering such data and their frequency. 

Because the report aims to provide information on the usefulness of individual sources of data 

on international migrant workers, the analysis is done at the questionnaire rather than at the 

country level. A separate report by the ILO – “The Compendium” – presents country-level 

information collected through the ILO country survey. Included in the Compendium are the 
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different definitions used by countries in identifying international migrant workers. In this 

report, rather than the definitions used by countries in identifying international migrant 

workers, the potential variables that can be used in identifying them are analysed. Therefore, 

that countries may use different definitions in identifying international migrant workers does 

not pose a risk for the analyses carried out in this report. The results of the meta-analysis, 

however, will be useful in identifying the common denominators that may be used in arriving 

at a common international definition. 

This report is organized around the 7 questionnaires developed by the ILO as follows. Section 

2 offers a brief description of the metadata and country coverage. Section 3 presents the 

findings in seven sub-sections, each sub-section being devoted to an ILO questionnaire. The 

structure of the sub-sections are similar: they discuss data availability on migration related 

characteristics, labour related characteristics and demographic characteristics. Then, they 

consider the identification of migration flows within the data sources discussed. Remittances 

are discussed separately as well as refugees and asylum seekers, who constitute distinct groups 

of international migrants. Section 4 synthesizes the findings and concludes.  
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2. Metadata and Country Coverage 

The ILO developed seven different “Methodological Questionnaires on International Labour 

Migration Statistics” in four different languages (English, French, Spanish and Russian) to 

collect data on the type of information countries collect on international labour migrants 

bearing in mind the potential sources of data for migration related statistics, which could either 

be surveys/censuses or administrative records. These seven different questionnaires were: 

1. Questionnaire on Population Censuses (Q1) 

2. Questionnaire on Household Surveys (Q2) 

3. Questionnaire on Border and Admission Statistics (Q3) 

4. Questionnaire on Establishment Census (Q4) 

5. Questionnaire on Establishment Surveys (Q5) 

6. Questionnaire on Administrative Sources (Q6) 

7. Questionnaire on Estimations of International Migrant Workers (Q7) 

 

The questionnaires share a similar structure in that they all collect three basic types of metadata 

on: (1) Migration related characteristics, (2) Labour related characteristics and (3) 

Demographic characteristics (see Appendix A for the seven questionnaires that were sent to 

countries). Under (international) migration related characteristics, all questionnaires inquire 

whether countries collect information from their respondents on country of birth, country of 

citizenship and country of previous residence. Some questionnaires are more detailed than the 

others in that they include additional questions such as on second country of citizenship and 

country of origin. Demographic characteristics include age, sex, marital status and education, 

while labour market characteristics include employment status, occupation, industry/economic 

sector of employment, status in employment, hours of work and wages. Table 2.1 shows a list 

of the key questions asked in the ILO questionnaires and whether a specific questionnaire 

collects the information indicated. Data availability is indicated by a tick mark in the table. 

Countries that collect information on both migration and labour related characteristics 

potentially identify foreigners (non-citizens) employed in their country, nationals working 

abroad, and return migrants. Aside from these groups, the questionnaires explicitly inquire 

whether information is collected on refugees and asylum seekers, whose identification requires 

the collection of additional information besides those indicated above. The ILO questionnaires 

also include questions that aim establish whether a particular data source identifies stocks 

and/or flows of international labour migrants.  
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Table 2.1 Information Gathered by Type of Questionnaire 

 Questionnaire on 
Information on Pop. 

Census 
(Q1) 

HH 
Surveys 

(Q2) 

B.&A. 
Stats 
(Q3) 

Est. 
Census 

(Q4) 

Est. 
Surveys 

(Q5) 

Admin. 
Sources 

(Q6) 

Estim. 
 

(Q7) 
Migration related characteristics        
Country of birth             
Country of citizenship             

Second country of citizenship        
C. of residence/previous 
residence 

 
           

Whether ever lived abroad        
Nationals living/working abroad        
Remittances sent/received        
Labour related characteristics        
Employment status        
Occupation        
Industry/economic sector        
Status in employment        
Hours of work        
Earnings/wages        
Demographic characteristics        
Age              
Sex              

Marital status              

Education              
Note: A tick in a box means that that particular questionnaire includes a question that solicits 
information given in the first column.   
 

The questionnaires that are based on surveys/censuses (Q2, Q4, Q5 and Q7, but excluding Q1) 

include a set of screening questions that instruct the countries whether to fill in that particular 

questionnaire or not. In the case of Household Surveys (Q2), countries are instructed to fill in 

the questionnaire if they collect data on any one of the following topics: country of birth, 

country of citizenship, nationality, foreign workers in the country, household (former) 

members living abroad, country of origin, and remittances (cash transfers) received from 

anyone abroad or sent to any former (former) household member living abroad. In the case of 

Establishment Censuses and Establishment Surveys, the screening question relate to the 

country of birth, country of citizenship, nationality and country of previous residence. Finally, 

for the Estimation of International Migrant Workers (Q7), the screening questions are country 

of birth, country of citizenship, nationality, foreign workers in the country, country of residence 

of foreign workers in the country and household (former) members working abroad. Naturally, 
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no screening questions exist for the Population Census (Q1) and Border and Admission 

Statistics (Q3) and Administrative Sources (Q6) since all countries are expected to collect some 

migration related characteristic in these data sources. 

The seven different questionnaires were sent electronically to the head offıces of National 

Statistical Offices (NSO) of 229 ILO member states in 2015 in a file format (ADOBE) that 

allowed easy data entry. Along with the questionnaires, instructions on the administration of 

the surveys were also sent. The ILO asked the NSO of each country to choose a focal point 

within the NSO who would coordinate the communication between the ILO and the country 

and who would ensure that the different questionnaires were filled out by persons most 

knowledgeable about a given data source, which may require contacting different government 

agencies in an effort to locate the right person. Hence, the NSO of each country was entrusted 

with the responsibility of making sure that all relevant data sources on labour migrants have 

been reported irrespective of whether or not the NSO compiles or disseminates the relevant 

data.  

Out of 229 countries that were contacted, 128 responded by returning at least one questionnaire 

(see Appendix B for a list of responding countries). A total of 101 countries failed to respond. 

This is despite the fact that non-responding countries were contacted four different times and 

were urged to respond. Due to the particularly high non-response rate from African countries, 

coordination was established with the African Union, which helped increase the response rate.  

Table 2.2 gives the distribution of countries by geographical region based on whether or not 

any response was received from them. The non-response rate is highest among the countries in 

the Americas (62.7 percent) followed by the Arab States (58.3 percent) and Asia and the Pacific 

(56 percent). Non-response rate is significantly lower in countries in Europe and Central Asia 

at 16.7 percent. The overall non-response rate is 44.1%.  

Table 2.2 Non-response by Region 

Regions Responding 
countries 

No response 
received 

Non-response 
rate (%) 

Total of all 
countries 

Africa 32 24 42.9 56 
Americas 19 32 62.7 51 
Arab States 5 7 58.3 12 
Asia and the Pacific 22 28 56.0 50 
Europe and Central Asia 50 10 16.7 60 
Total 128 101 44.1 229 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Table 2.3 Non-response by Income Group 

Income groups At least one 
questionnaires 

received 

No 
questionnaire 

received 

Non-response 
rate (%) 

Total of all 
countries 

High 56 28 33.3 85 
Upper-middle 28 30 51.7 57 
Lower-middle 27 30 52.6 55 
Low 17 13 43.3 32 
Total 128 101 44.1 229 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

When non-response is analysed by income groups, the lowest non-response is observed for the 

high income group at 33.3 percent. For middle-income groups, the non-response rate exceeds 

50 percent, while for the low income group it is 43.3 percent (Table 2.3). 

Countries answered the ILO Country Survey by referring to their administrative records or 

surveys/censuses. If multiple data sources exist for a given questionnaire type, responding 

countries were asked to fill in more than one questionnaire. Hence, the number of 

questionnaires returned could exceed seven. In fact, the maximum number of questionnaires 

returned was 14, which was the case for only one country (Spain). The total number of 

questionnaires received from 128 countries was 480. Table 2.4 tabulates the number of 

countries against the total number of questionnaire returned. For instance, 17 out of 128 

countries filled in only one questionnaire, while 28 countries filled in two questionnaires. 

Nearly a half of countries that responded sent in at least three questionnaires. 

Table 2.4 Number of Questionnaires Received 

Number of 
questionnaires sent in 

by a given country 
(A) 

Number of countries 
 
 

(B) 

Cumulative 
proportion of 
countries (%) 

Total number of 
questionnaires 

received 
(A*B) 

1 17 13.3 17 
2 28 35.2 56 
3 21 51.6 63 
4 24 70.3 96 
5 15 82.0 75 
6 12 91.4 72 
7 2 93.0 14 
8 4 96.1 32 
10 3 98.4 30 
11 1 99.2 11 
14 1 100.0 14 
Total 128  480 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Table 2.5 shows the different types of questionnaires sent in by responding countries. Of the 

128 countries, 122 reported on their Population Census. The second most frequently reported 

data source is Household Surveys: out of 128 countries, 86 reported on their household surveys 

that included Labour Force Surveys, Household Budget Surveys, Statistics on Income and 

Living Standards etc. Household Surveys also constitute the questionnaire type for which 

countries have filled in more than one questionnaire, which reflects the diversity of data sources 

that fall under Household Surveys. The other data source with a relatively high response rate 

and with multiple responses is Administrative Sources. Out of 128 countries, 72 filled in at 

least one questionnaire. In contrast, very few countries reported on their Establishment Census 

and Establishment Surveys, and Estimations of International Migrant Workers. The response 

rate for Border and Admission Statistics is also rather low, with only 37.5 percent of countries 

reporting on this data source, typically with only one questionnaire.  

Table 2.5 Types of Questionnaires Received 

Type of questionnaire Number of 
questionnaires 

Number of 
countries 

Number of 
countries not 

responding to a 
questionnaire of 
particular type 

Population census 122 122 6 
Household surveys 120 86 42 
Border and admission statistics 49 48 80 
Establishment census 18 18 110 
Establishment survey 18 16 112 
Administrative sources 127 72 56 
Estimations 26 25 103 
Total 480 128  

Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

As noted above, countries did not report on a given data source if it does not cover topics related 

to international migration. However, as the non-response rates for the questionnaire on 

Population Census but particularly for those on Border and Admissions Statistics and 

Administrative Sources suggest, a failure to report cannot be taken to mean unavailability of 

data on international labour migrants from a given source. Non-response may arise for reasons 

other than lack of data such as coordination problems between national agencies and NSOs that 

were responsible for identifying the national experts to answer the ILO questionnaires, 

institutional capacity problems and the like. Since non-response may mean either that 
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information on labour migrants is not collected using a given data source or that there has been 

a reporting problem, the analysis of the metadata is done based on countries that report on a 

given data source.  

The metadata is analysed by taking countries (128) rather than questionnaires supplied (480) 

as the unit of analysis. Therefore, though a given country may contribute multiple times to a 

given questionnaire type, for instance by supplying more than one questionnaire under the 

category of Household Surveys, because the information of interest is aggregated at the country 

level, all responding countries contribute equally to the analysis. Furthermore, all responding 

countries irrespective of their population size or importance as a migrant sending or receiving 

country are given equal weights. The findings of this study should be interpreted by taking into 

account less than full coverage and uneven response by region and income groups 

demonstrated above.  
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3. Results 

3.1 Population Census (Q1) 

Of the 128 countries replying to at least one ILO questionnaire, 122 reported on their 

Population Census. Six countries - Denmark, Croatia, Mexico, Paraguay, Suriname and the US 

- have failed to report on their Populations Census despite the fact that they do carry out 

Population Censuses. The tabulations in this section are based on 122 countries. 

3.1.1 Migration related characteristics 

Country of birth and country of citizenship are two key variables of interest in identifying 

international migrant workers. A third variable is country of previous residence. In the ILO 

survey, three questions solicit whether countries collect information on the country of previous 

residence in their Population Census:  

- Country of previous residence for foreigners  

- Country of previous residence for citizens who lived abroad but returned 

- In regards to immigrants and return migrants whether ever lived outside of this country 

These three pieces of information are merged in determining whether the Population Census 

of a given country collects information on country of previous residence. In particular, if the 

country collects information on either one of the three variables specified above, it is assumed 

to collect information on country of previous residence in its Population Census. 

Out of 122 countries, 116 countries or 95.1 percent inquire about the country of birth and 98 

countries or 80.3 percent inquire about the country of citizenship. Only one country – Uganda 

– does not collect information on either the country of birth or citizenship. Fewer countries – 

72 countries or 59 percent - collect information on country of previous residence. Table 3.1 

shows that 93 countries (76.2 percent) collect information on both the country of birth and 

country of citizenship. Nearly a half of countries (58 out 122) collect information on all three 

variables; county of birth, citizenship and previous residence.  
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Table 3.1 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics – 

Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth only 12 9.8 
Country of citizenship only  3 2.5 
Country of birth and citizenship  35 28.7 
Previous country of residence only  1 0.8 
Country of birth and previous country of residence 11 9.0 
Country of citizenship and previous country of residence 2 1.6 
Country of birth and citizenship and previous country of  residence 58 47.5 
Total 122 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.1.2 Labour related characteristics 

Out of 122 countries, 117 is reported to collect information on employment status. Although 

five countries report not to collect data on employment status, four of these countries do report 

collecting data on other labour market outcomes such as status in employment (i.e. whether the 

respondent works as an employee, employer, own-account worker, unpaid or contributing 

family worker etc.) This discrepancy that is observed for a small number of countries might be 

a reporting error or a misunderstanding as to what the ILO question on employment status 

refers to. In the ILO questionnaire, a short-list in parenthesis under employment status appears 

that reads as follows: “employed, unemployed, studying, engaged in housework, etc”. This is 

meant to be an explanatory note guiding countries on the type of information sought. However, 

if the country does not collect certain outcomes listed in the note, then perhaps this has led 

these countries to declare that they do not collect information on employment status. 

Notwithstanding this discrepancy, it can be nevertheless firmly concluded that population 

censuses do identify the employed. 
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Table 3.2 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration and Labour Related 

Characteristics – Population Census 

 
Population census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of birth only 1 0.8 
Country of birth and citizenship 3 2.5 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 1 0.8 
Country of birth and employment  11 9.0 
Country of citizenship and employment 3 2.5 
Country of birth, citizenship and employment 32 26.2 
Previous residence and employment 1 0.8 
Country of birth, previous residence and employment 11 9.0 
Country of citizenship, previous residence and employment 2 1.6 
Country of birth, citizenship, previous residence and employment 57 46.7 
Total 122 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 
 

Table 3.2 shows that nearly three quarters of countries collect information on country of birth, 

country of citizenship and employment. This proportion approaches to 95 percent if either the 

country of birth or the country of citizenship is used in identifying international migrant 

workers. The proportion of countries that collect information on all four variables – the country 

of birth, country of citizenship, country of previous residence and employment – is also quite 

high at nearly 47 percent. Hence, it can be deduced that the overwhelming number of countries 

are able to identify international migrant workers from their Population Censuses. 

Aside from the employment status, countries also collect information on various other labour 

market outcomes in their population censuses. Table 3.3 illustrates the richness of the data 

collected on labour related issues that include information on status in employment, occupation 

held, industry/economic sector and hours of work. A significant proportion of countries – 

nearly 60 percent - report that they collect information on status in employment, occupation 

held and industry/economic sector of employment but not on hours of work. Another sizeable 

proportion – 27.9 percent – gather information on all four variables mentioned above, namely 

status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector of employment and hours of 

work. Hence, nearly 90 percent of countries gather information on occupation held, status in 

employment and industry/economic sector employed.  
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  Table 3.3 Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics – 

Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector 
nor hours of work 

1 0.8 

Status in employment only 1 0.8 
Occupation held only 1 0.8 
Status in employment and occupation held 2 1.6 
Industry/economic sector only 1 0.8 
Status in employment and industry/economic sector 5 4.1 
Occupation held and industry/economic sector 1 0.8 
Status in employment, occupation held and industry/economic sector  73 59.8 
Status in employment and hours of work 1 0.8 
Occupation held, industry/economic sector and hours of work 2 1.6 
Status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector and 
hours of work 

34 27.9 

Total 122 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information. The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

In contrast to the above four labour related variables, earnings information is collected by a 

smaller number of countries: less than a fifth report that they collect earnings information in 

their population census. Of the 20 countries that are reported to collect earnings information, 

12 come from countries that collect information on status in employment, occupation held, 

industry/economic sector and hours of work. The other group of countries that is likely to 

collect earnings information are those that also collect information on status in employment, 

occupation held, industry/economic sector but not hours of work (5 countries). 

 

3.1.3 Demographic characteristics 

A typical population census collects information on basic demographic variables such as sex, 

age, marital status and education level. The responding countries, with a few exceptions, also 

report to collect such data. Exceptions include Guernsey that collect information on sex and 

age only and Togo that collect information on sex, age, and education but not on marital status.  
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3.1.4 In and out-migration 

3.1.4.1 Out-migration 

In the ILO Survey questionnaire on the Population Census, there is a set of questions on 

‘household members who left to live, work or study abroad for at least 6 months or at least 12 

months’ (see Population Census questionnaire Section C2.2 in Appendix A). As part of this 

question, the ILO Survey asks the countries to specify the time-cut off used in collecting 

information on former household members, 6 and 12 months being the two options provided 

in the questionnaire or some other cut-off as used in their Population Census. Of the 122 

countries, 54 or 44.3 percent report to collect information on former household members 

abroad (Table 3.4). Among these countries there does not seem to a consensus on the time cut-

off. Of the 54 countries, 8 use a 6-month, 12 use a 12-month cut-off and 32 some other cut-off 

other than 6 or 12-months. (2 countries did not provide an answer to this question.) 

 

Table 3.4 Number and Distribution of Countries by Time Cut-off for Out-migration – 

Population Census 

 Countries with information on out-migrants 
 
Time cut-off for out-migration 
 

No of countries % 

Last 6 months 8 14.8 
Last 12 months 12 22.2 
Other 32 59.3 
Not answered 2 3.7 
Total 54 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Of the 54 countries that collect data on former household members, 16 countries or 29.6 percent 

also inquire about their employment status. This suggests that of the 122 countries, only 13.1 

percent collect information on former household members working abroad (Table 3.5).  
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 Table 3.5 Countries by Information on Out-migration – Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

54 44.3 

Month/year of departure 31 25.4 
Main reason for leaving 27 22.1 
Employment status at present 16 13.1 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and reason 21 17.2 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and employment 9 7.4 
Total 122 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Out of 54 countries, 31 also collect information on month/year of departure and 27 on the main 

reason for leaving the home country (Table 3.5). Putting this information together, 21 countries 

or 17.2 percent of 122 countries are found to collect information on both the date of departure 

and the reason for it which allows for the identification of for-work migrants. The date of 

departure would allow for the determination of the duration of stay of the migrant worker 

abroad to the date of the Population Census. The number of countries that identify out-

migrants, their date of departure and their employment status in the host country is limited to 

9 countries or 7.4 percent of 122 countries. Hence, only this group of countries would be able 

to identify out-migrants currently employed in a foreign country. 

An important area of inquiry regarding out-migration (and return-migration) concerns the skills 

acquired by migrant workers abroad. A number of questions in the ILO questionnaire on the 

Population Census aim to understand whether countries collect information on the change in 

the employment status and the skill set of out-migrants. More specifically, the questionnaire 

asks whether countries collect information on the level of education of the migrant worker, 

his/her employment status and occupation held before leaving the country and his/her 

education and employment and occupational status in the foreign country. In addition, the 

questionnaire asks whether countries collect basic demographic information (i.e. age, sex and 

marital status) about former household members.  
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Table 3.6 Countries by Information on Out-migration and Labour Characteristics – 

Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

54 44.3 

Education at time of leaving 9 7.4 
Education at present 23 18.9 
Education at present and at time of leaving 4 3.3 
Employment at time of leaving 6 4.9 
Employment at present 16 13.1 
Employment at time of leaving and at present 2 1.6 
Occupation at time of leaving 6 4.9 
Occupation at present 18 14.8 
Occupation at time of leaving and present 2 1.6 
Total 122 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Table 3.7 Countries by Information on Out-migration and Demographic 

Characteristics – Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

54 44.3 

Sex 47 38.5 
Age at time of leaving 20 16.4 
Age at present 33 27.0 
Age at present and at time of leaving 9 7.4 
Marital status at time of leaving 6 4.9 
Marital status at present 22 18.0 
Marital status at time of leaving and at present 3 2.5 
Total 122 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Table 3.6 shows the number of countries that collect information on education, employment 

and occupation held before and after migration. Only 4 countries collect information that makes 

it possible to observe the change that has occurred in the education level of migrant workers. 

In a similar way, in only 2 countries is it possible to observe the change in the employment 

status and occupation of migrant workers.   

In terms of demographics, a significant proportion of countries (47 out of 54 countries or 38.5 

percent of all) that collect information on former household members also collect information 
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on their sex. Age is another commonly collected information though only a small number of 

countries (9 countries) collect age information both at time of leaving and at present. Marital 

status is less commonly collected; 22 countries collect the current marital status of the former 

household members, but only 6 what their status was before leaving and only 3 countries collect 

the relevant information at two points in time. Hence, with the information collected it is more 

likely to depict the current demographic status of the former household member than the 

change observed over time.   

3.1.4.2 In-migration 

Another set of questions in the ILO Survey questionnaire on Population Census inquires 

whether countries collect information on current household members who have ever lived 

abroad and if so, the date they have arrived in (or possibly, returned to) this country along with 

the reasons for migration in and out. This information would be useful in identifying in-

migrants, for-work migrants and/or return migrants. The distinction between immigrants and 

return migrants can be made on the basis of country of citizenship or country of birth. Out of 

122 countries, 52 countries or 42.6 percent collect information on household members who 

have ever lived abroad. Furthermore, of these 52, 47 countries also collect information on 

month/year of arrival and 9 countries on the main reason for migrating to the destination 

country. Hence, the number of countries that collect information on current household 

members who have ever lived abroad along with date of arrival and the reason for migration is 

9 or 7.4 percent of all 122 countries. The number of countries that identify both in-migrants 

along with their date of arrival and employment status in the host country is 46 or 37.7 percent 

of all responding countries.  

 

  Table 3.8 Countries by Information on In-migration – Population Census 

 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who ever lived abroad  
(in-migration) 

52 42.6 

Month/year of arrival 47 38.5 
Main reason for migrating to destination country 9 7.4 
Employment status at present 117 95.9 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and reason 9 7.4 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and employment 46 37.7 
Total 122 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
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The information collected on in and out-migration through the Population Census suggests that 

it more likely for the Population Census to collect data on international migrant inflows rather 

than outflows. This is mainly because the Population Census is more likely to inquire about the 

employment status of household members within the country than the employment status of 

former household members abroad.   

3.1.5 Remittances 

The information on remittances sent or received is collected by very few countries. Out of 122 

countries, only 3 report to collect information on remittances sent abroad and 15 on remittances 

received from abroad. The latter mainly consist of countries (13 out of 15) that collect 

information on out-migration. The three countries that collect information on remittances sent 

also collect information on out-migration and remittances received.  

3.1.6 Refugees and asylum seekers 

The information on country of birth, country of citizenship or the country of previous residence 

do not necessarily help identify refugees and asylum seekers. For this reason, the ILO Survey 

questionnaire on the Population Census specifically asks whether countries ‘cover and identify’ 

these two migrant groups. Accordingly, of the 122 countries that have provided information on 

their Population Census, 54 or 44.3 percent report to cover refugees and 35 countries or 28.7 

percent asylum seekers. Countries that cover asylum seekers also cover refugees so that the 

number of countries that cover both groups is 35. 

The majority of countries that cover refugees and asylum seekers collect data on country of 

birth, country of citizenship and country of previous residence or at least the former two (Table 

3.9). Naturally, countries would need to incorporate in their population surveys specific 

questions to identify refugees and asylum seekers unless these groups happen to be residing in 

camps or designated places that make it possible to identify them without further questions. 
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Table 3.9 Number and Distribution of Countries that Collect Data on Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers by Migration Related Characteristics – Population Census 

 Refugees Asylum seekers 
 
Population Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 
No of 

countries 
% 

Country of birth only 2 3.7 2 5.7 
Country of citizenship only 1 1.9 -  
Country of birth and citizenship 14 25.9 9 25.7 
Previous country of residence only 1 1.9 -  
C. of birth and previous c. of residence 5 9.3 4 11.4 
C. of citizenship and previous c. of residence 1 1.9 -  
C. of birth, citizenship and previous c. of  residence  30 55.6 20 57.1 
Total 54 100 35 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.2 Household Surveys (Q2) 

A total of 86 countries have responded to the ILO Country Survey on the different types of 

Household Surveys they carry out and in which, they collect information on international 

migrants. As noted earlier, the ILO questionnaire instructs countries to fill in the questionnaire 

if their household surveys collect information on at least one of the following topics: country 

of birth, country of citizenship, nationality, foreign workers in the country, (former) household 

members living abroad, country of origin, remittances (cash transfers) received from anyone 

abroad or sent to any former household member living abroad. Given that a total of 128 

countries responded to the ILO Country Survey by returning at least one questionnaire type 

and that 42 countries did not complete a questionnaire on their household surveys may be 

interpreted to mean that nearly a third of responding countries do not collect information on 

international migrants in their household surveys or that they do not carry out a household 

survey. However, as noted earlier, the possibility that non-response may result from 

coordination failures between the focal point at NSO and the national institution responsible 

for carrying out household surveys cannot be ruled out. Therefore, the tabulations in this 

section are based on countries that have responded by filling in at least one household 

questionnaire. 

The total number of questionnaires returned by 86 countries is 120. Table 3.10 shows the 

number of questionnaires returned. The maximum number of questionnaires returned is 5, 

which is the case for only one country (Slovakia). Over 90 percent of countries return at most 

two questionnaires. 

Table 3.10 Number of Countries by Household Questionnaires Completed 

Countries filling in Number Percent 
1 questionnaire 86 71.7 
2 questionnaires 24 20.0 
3 questionnaires 7 5.8 
4 questionnaires 2 1.7 
5 questionnaires 1 0.8 
Total 120 100 

    Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Table 3.11 Number of Countries by Type of Household Survey  

Type of household survey reported on Number Percent 
Labour force survey 49 40.8 
Household income and expenditure survey 12 10.0 
Demographic and health survey 2 1.7 
Living standards measurement survey 16 13.3 
Migration specific survey 12 10.0 
Other type of survey 29 24.2 
Total 120 100 

 Note: Categorization is done based on the title of the household survey provided. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 
 

Nearly 40 percent of the Household Surveys the countries report on are Labour Force Surveys. 

This is followed by Household Income and Expenditure Surveys and Living Standards 

Measurement Surveys. A total of 12 countries have reported on migration specific surveys they 

carry out. The rest fall outside of these categories and include surveys such as Population 

Surveys, General Household Surveys, Social Surveys etc.   

 

Table 3.12 Periodicity of Household Survey  

Periodicity Number Percent 
Continuous 40 33.3 
Every X months 13 10.8 
   1 3 2.5 
   3 8 6.7 
   6 1 0.8 
   Not regular 1 0.8 
Every X years 46 38.3 
   1 18 15.0 
   2 3 2.5 
   3 5 4.2 
   4 1 0.8 
   5 16 13.3 
   10 1 0.8 
   Not regular 2 1.7 
Once or irregular 21 17.5 
Total 120 100 
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

A third of Household Surveys are carried out on a continuous basis. Another 25.8 percent are 

carried out at least once a year so that nearly 60 percent of surveys are able to provide data 



39  

annually. In contrast, 17.5 percent of household surveys are conducted as one off or on an 

irregular basis.  

In cases where countries provide information based on multiple sources of data, the information 

from multiple sources is aggregated so that the results are based on 86 countries and not 120 

questionnaires.  

 

3.2.1 Migration related characteristics 

Out of 86 countries, 59 countries or 68.6 percent inquire about the country of birth in their 

household surveys. The number of countries that inquire about country of citizenship is equally 

high at 58 (67.4 percent of all countries). Information on country of previous residence is asked 

by fewer countries (40 countries or 46.5 percent of all countries.) As discussed earlier under 

the survey questionnaire on Population Census, three distinct questions on country of previous 

residence exits in the ILO Survey questionnaire: country of previous residence for foreigners, 

country of previous residence for citizens who lived abroad but returned and household 

members who have ever lived abroad. The variable indicating country of previous residence is 

created by merging these three questions.   

Table 3.13 shows the different migration related characteristics collected by countries. Of the 

86 countries, 28 countries or 32.6 percent inquire about country of birth, country of citizenship 

and country of previous residence. This proportion is substantially lower than the proportion 

of countries collecting all three variables in their Population Census. The number of countries 

that does not collect either one of these three variables is also sizeable at 13 or 15.1 percent of 

all countries. Nearly a fifth of the countries either collect information on country of birth or 

country of citizenship. In contrast, there are no countries that collect information solely on 

country of previous residence.  
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Table 3.13 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics 

– Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither country of birth, citizenship nor previous residence 13 15.1 
Country of birth only 9 10.5 
Country of citizenship only 8 9.3 
Country of birth and citizenship 16 18.6 
Country of previous residence only - - 
Country of birth and previous residence 6 7.0 
Country of citizenship and previous residence 6 7.0 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 28 32.6 
Total 86 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 
 

3.2.2 Labour related characteristics 

Out of 86 countries, only two (Russia and Switzerland) fail to collect information on 

employment status (employed, unemployed, studying, housework, etc.) in their household 

surveys. Therefore, for the remainder of countries, the identification of international migrant 

workers in household surveys depends on the information gathered in these surveys on 

migration related characteristics. The tabulation in Table 3.14 shows the distribution of 

countries by migration and labour related characteristics. For 71 countries or 82.6 percent, there 

is information both on employment status and some migration related characteristic, which 

make it possible for these countries to identify international migrant workers. For the rest (15 

countries out of 86) for which there is information on either the employment status only or 

some migration related characteristic only, it will not be possible to identify international 

migrant workers. 
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Table 3.14 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration and Labour Related 

Characteristics – Household Surveys 

 
Household surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Country of citizenship only 1 1.2 
C. of birth, citizenship and previous residence 1 1.2 
Employment only 13 15.1 
Country of birth and employment 9 10.5 
Country of citizenship and employment 7 8.1 
Country of birth, citizenship and employment 16 18.6 
C. of birth, previous residence and employment 6 7.0 
C. of citizenship, previous residence and employment 6 7.0 
C. of birth, citizenship, previous residence and employment 27 31.4 
Total 86 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 
 

Table 3.15A Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics 

– Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic 
sector nor hours of work 1 1.2 
Status in employment only 1 1.2 
Industry/economic sector only 1 1.2 
Status in employment, occupation held and industry/economic sector 7 8.1 
Status in employment, occupation held and hours worked 1 1.2 
Status in employment, industry/economic sector and hours worked 1 1.2 
Occupation held, industry/economic sector and hours of work 1 1.2 
Status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector and 
hours of work 73 84.9 
Total 86 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  

Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Aside from employment status, the majority of household surveys also provide information on 

other labour market outcomes such as status in employment, occupation held, 

industry/economic sector employed in and hours of work. More specifically, out of 86 countries 



42  

83 (96.5 percent) provide information on status in employment and industry/economic sector 

employed in, 82 (95.4 percent) on occupation held, and 76 (88.4 percent) on usual hours 

worked (Table 3.15A). 

Other variables of interest in relation to the labour market outcomes of international migrant 

workers are their labour earnings and months worked over the year. Earnings information is 

collected by nearly 80 percent of countries (68 out of 86 countries). In contrast, information on 

months worked in the past year is collected by much fewer countries – 41.9 percent. When 

information on labour earnings, hours worked per week and months worked over the year are 

considered together, it turns out that countries typically collect information on labour earnings 

and hours of work but not necessarily months worked in the previous year (Table 3.15B). 

 

Table 3.15B Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics 

– Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither labour earnings, hours of work nor months worked 5 5.8 
Labour earnings only 4 4.7 
Labour earnings and months worked 1 1.2 
Hours of work only 10 11.6 
Labour earnings and hours of work 31 36.1 
Months worked and hours of work 3 3.5 
Labour earnings, hours of work and months worked 32 37.2 
Total 86 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

3.2.3 Demographic characteristics 

The overwhelming majority of countries collect information on basic demographic 

characteristics that include age, sex, education and marital status in their Household Surveys 

(Table 3.16). Looking separately at these four variables, 84 out of 86 countries collect 

information on age and sex, 82 on marital status, and 81 on education. When considered 

together over 90 percent of countries collect information on all four variables. The number of 

countries that do not collect information on any one of these four variables is limited to 2 

(Jersey and Russia). 
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Table 3.16 Number and Distribution of Countries by Demographic Characteristics – 

Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on  
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither age, sex, marital status nor education 2 2.3 
Age and sex 1 1.2 
Age, sex, and marital status 2 2.3 
Age, sex, and education 1 1.2 
Age, sex, marital status and education 80 93.0 
Total 86 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the 
cells that include that specific variable.  

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.2.4 In and out-migration 

3.2.4.1 Out-migration 

The Household Survey questionnaire of the ILO asks whether the country in question collects 

information on “household members who left to live, work or study abroad for at least six 

months or at least 12 months”. The number of countries that has answered this question 

affirmatively is 30 (out of 86) or 34.9 percent. The ILO questionnaire further enquires about 

the time cut-off used by countries in identifying out-migrants. The answers given by countries 

to this question suggest the absence of a generally agreed time cut-off (Table 3.17). Out of 30 

countries that collect information on out-migrants 5 use a six-month cut-off, another 5 a 12-

month cut-off and 11 some other time cut-off. A total of nine countries have failed to provide 

an answer to this question.  

Table 3.17 Number and Distribution of Countries by Time Cut-off for Out-migration – 

Household Surveys 

 Countries with information on out-migrants 
 
Time cut-off for out-migration 
 

No of countries % 

Last 6 months 5 16.7 
Last 12 months 5 16.7 
Other 11 36.7 
Not answered 9 30.0 
Total 30 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Out of 30 countries that collect information on out-migrants, 19 also collect information on the 

main reason why they left for abroad and 14 countries on the current employment status of 

these individuals in the foreign country. The former is able to identify for-work migrants while 

the latter, migrant workers abroad. Furthermore, 22 countries out of 30 (73.3 percent) inquire 

about the date of departure allowing countries to estimate flows of migrants. Table 3.18 shows 

the different combinations of data collected by countries on out-migrants. Specifically, 15 

countries (17.4 percent) identify both the date of departure and reason for it, while 10 countries 

(11.6 percent) identify the date of departure and the current employment status of the migrant.  

 

Table 3.18 Countries by Information on Out-migration – Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on  
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

30 34.9 

Month/year of departure 22 25.6 
Main reason for leaving 19 22.1 
Employment status at present 14 16.3 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and reason 15 17.4 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and employment 10 11.6 
Total 86 100 

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

The number of countries that collect detailed information on out-migrants is rather low (Tables 

3.19 and 3.20). This is particularly the case for information relating to migrants’ labour market 

and demographic characteristics before they left the country. For instance, 14 countries collect 

information on the current educational status of the former household members who live 

abroad, while only 5 collect information on their education status before they left home. The 

number of countries that collect information on worker’s educational status prior to and after 

migration is limited to 1. Likewise, only 2 countries collect employment information relating 

to what the employment status of the former household member was before migration and at 

the time of the survey and only 2 countries collect information on occupational status of the 

former household member that can be used to judge the change in status following migration.    
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Table 3.19 Countries by Information on Out-migration and Labour Characteristics – 

Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

30 34.9 

Education at time of leaving 5 5.8 
Education at present 14 16.3 
Education at present and at time of leaving 1 1.2 
Employment at time of leaving 5 5.8 
Employment at present 12 14.0 
Employment at time of leaving and at present 2 2.3 
Occupation at time of leaving 3 3.5 
Occupation at present 12 14.0 
Occupation at time of leaving and present 2 2.3 
Total 86 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
Table 3.19 suggests that very few countries collect information that allows them to observe the 

changes in the demographic characteristics of former household members before and after 

migration. In particular, only 2 countries inquire about the age of the former household member 

before and after migration, though the latter (or the former) can be recovered if the date of 

departure and age at some point is known. Notwithstanding this possibility, the number of 

countries that inquire about the age of the former household member before migration is 9 

while at the present it is 16. The number of countries that collect information on the marital 

status of the former household members at two points in time, i.e. before and after migration, 

is equally low at 3. 

Table 3.20 Countries by Information on Out-migration and Demographic 

Characteristics – Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

30 34.9 

Sex 23 26.7 
Age at time of leaving 9 10.5 
Age at present 16 18.6 
Age at present and at time of leaving 2 2.3 
Marital status at time of leaving 6 7.0 
Marital status at present 15 17.4 
Marital status at time of leaving and at present 3 3.5 
Total 86 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.2.4.2 In-migration 

Out of 86 countries that have filled in at least one Household Survey questionnaire, 23 countries 

or 26.7 percent collect information on household members who have ever lived abroad. This 

group of individuals can be immigrants or return migrants. The identification of the two groups 

would depend on the availability of information on country of citizenship, country of birth 

and/or country of previous residence.  

Of the 23 countries that collect information on household members who ever lived abroad, 13 

also identify the data of arrival to the destination country (or home country for return migrants), 

but only 4 countries identify the main reason for migration (Table 3.21). Hence, only in these 

four countries would it be possible to identify for-work migrants. As discussed earlier, all but 

two countries fail to collect information on the employment status of current household 

members in their household surveys with the result that out of 23 countries that collect 

information on in-migration 22 also collect information on the current employment status of 

household members. However, because a smaller number of countries collect data on the 

arrival date of these migrants, the number of countries that collect all three pieces of 

information on in-migration – ever-lived abroad, current employment status and date of arrival 

– is limited to 12 countries.  

 

Table 3.21 Countries by Information on In-migration – Household Surveys 

 
Household Surveys collect information on  
 

No of countries % 

Household members who ever lived abroad  
(in-migration) 

23 26.7 

Month/year of arrival 13 15.1 
Main reason for migrating to destination country 4 4.7 
Employment status at present 84 97.7 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and reason 4 4.7 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and employment 12 14.0 
Total 86 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.2.5 Remittances 

Out of 86 countries, 21 collect information on remittances sent abroad and 30 collect 

information on remittances received from abroad. A total of 18 countries out of 86 collect both 
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types of information, while 12 collect information on remittances received but not sent and 3 

remittances sent but not received. 

When the information on remittances is compared to the information on out-migration, it is 

observed that countries that collect information on household members living abroad do not 

necessarily collect information on remittances received or sent, and countries that collect 

information on remittances do not necessarily collect information on household members 

living abroad (Tables 3.22 and 3.23). To be specific, out of 30 countries that collect information 

on former household members living abroad, only 5 collect information on remittances sent 

and 13 on remittances received. Out of 21 countries that collect information on remittances 

sent, 5 collect information on former household members living abroad, and out of 30 countries 

that collect information on remittances received, 13 collect information on former household 

members living abroad. 

Table 3.22 Number of Countries that Collect Information on Remittances Sent and Out-

migration – Household Surveys 

  Out-migrating household members  
  Information not 

collected 
Information 

collected 
Row total 

Remittances  
sent 

Information 
not collected 

40 25 65 

Information 
collected 

16 5 21 

 Column total 56 30 86 
     Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

Table 3.23 Number of Countries that Collect Information on Remittances Received and 

Out-migration – Household Surveys 

  Out-migrating household members  
  Information not 

collected 
Information 

collected 
Row total 

Remittances  
received 

Information 
not collected 

39 17 56 

Information 
collected 

17 13 30 

 Column total 56 30 86 
   Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Since the information collected on remittances sent or received does not overlap with the 

information on out-migration, the two types of information can be combined to enhance 
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estimations on out-migration. Assuming that remittances are sent to and received from former 

household members now living abroad, the number of countries that collect information on 

such individuals increases from 30 to 50 countries and the proportion of countries that collect 

such information from 34.9 percent to 58.1 percent. Note that the information on remittances 

does not identify who the money is sent to or received from. 

 

3.2.6 Refugees and asylum seekers 

In the Household Survey questionnaire of the ILO, countries are asked whether they ‘identify 

and cover’ refugees and asylum seekers in their household surveys. A total of 16 countries 

(18.6 percent of 86 countries) report to cover refugees and 5 countries (5.8 percent) asylum 

seekers. Countries that report to cover asylum seekers also report to cover refugees. 

  

Table 3.24 Number and Distribution of Countries that Collect Data on Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers by Migration Related Characteristics – Household Surveys 

 Refugees Asylum seekers 
 
Household Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 
No of 

countries 
% 

Neither c. of birth, citizenship nor previous residence 3 18.8 -  
Country of birth only 2 12.5 1 20.0 
Country of citizenship only 1 6.3 -  
Country of birth and citizenship 2 12.5 1 20.0 
Previous country of residence only -  -  
C. of birth and previous c. of residence 2 12.5 1 20.0 
C. of citizenship and previous c. of residence -  -  
C. of birth, citizenship and previous c. of  residence 6 37.5 2 40.0 
Total 16 100 5 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 
 

Table 3.24 gives the distribution of countries that cover refugees and asylum seekers in their 

household surveys by migration related characteristics. Accordingly, of the 16 countries that 

cover refugees only three fail to collect information on country citizenship, country of birth or 

country of previous residence. The five countries that cover asylum seekers collect some 

information on either the country of birth or country of citizenship. 
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3.3 Labour Force Surveys (Q2) 

Within Household Surveys, Labour Force Surveys deserve a special attention since they are 

the most likely source for labour market related statistics. The question is whether migration 

related characteristics are also collected in these surveys. As noted earlier, when countries fill 

out the Household Survey questionnaire, they also provide the name of the survey they are 

reporting on. Based on this information it is possible to identify whether the information 

provided relates to Labour Force Surveys.   

 

Table 3.25 Periodicity of Labor Force Surveys  

Periodicity Number Percent 
Continuous 29 59.2 
Every X months 9 18.4 
   1 2 4.1 
   3 5 10.2 
   6 1 2.0 
   Not regular 1 2.0 
Every X years 7 14.3 
   1 3 6.1 
   5 4 8.2 
Once or irregular 4 8.2 
Total 49 100 
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

A total of 49 countries have reported on their Labour Force Surveys. In nearly 60 percent of 

the cases, these surveys are carried out continuously. An additional quarter of countries carry 

out labour force surveys at least once a year. Hence, for nearly 85 percent of countries, it is 

possible to obtain labour force statistics on a regular basis.  

3.3.1 Migration related characteristics 

Of the 49 countries that have reported on their Labour Force Survey, 36 or 73.5 percent collect 

information on the country of birth, 35 countries (71.4 percent) on the country of citizenship, 

but only 20 (40.8 percent) on country of previous residence. A non-negligible number of 

countries (16.3 percent) collect data on neither the country of birth, citizenship nor previous 

residence, while nearly a third (32.7 percent) collect information on all of the three variables. 

The number of countries that collect either the country of birth or country of citizenship is quite 

significant at 30 countries (61.2 percent) (Table 3.26). 
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Table 3.26 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics 

– Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither c. of birth, citizenship nor previous residence 8 16.3 
Country of birth only 3 6.1 
Country of citizenship only 4 8.2 
Country of birth and citizenship 14 28.6 
Country of previous residence only - - 
Country of birth and previous residence 3 6.1 
Country of citizenship and previous residence 1 2.0 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 16 32.7 
Total 49 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information. 
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells 
that include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

3.3.2 Labour related characteristics 

By their very nature, Labour Force Surveys are expected to gather data on basic labour related 

characteristics of respondents such as their employment status, occupation held, and 

industry/economic sector employed in. This section considers the extent at which Labour Force 

Surveys used in various countries collect information that can be used in depicting the labour 

market outcomes of migrant workers. Note that two countries out of 49 (Moldova and 

Switzerland) have failed to respond to the labour related questions in the ILO questionnaire on 

Labour Force Surveys and therefore, the analysis in this section is based on 47 countries. 

All 47 countries but one is found to collect information on status in employment, occupation 

held, industry economic sector and hours of work. Only the Philippines does not collect 

information on hours of work. When it comes to labour market earnings, 34 countries out of 

47 or 72.3 percent are found to collect this information. Months worked over the year is a much 

less frequently collected information with only 12 countries (25.5 percent) collecting such data. 

Table 3.27 shows the combination of different types of less frequently collected labour market 

characteristics against the number of countries that collect them. The number of countries that 

collect information on labour market earnings, hours of work and months worked is limited to 

9 countries or about a fifth of all countries. However, a sizeable proportion (61.7 percent) 

collect information on labour market earnings and hours of work. 
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Table 3.27 Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics – 

Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Labour earnings only 1 2.1 
Hours of work only 5 10.6 
Labour earnings and hours of work  29 61.7 
Months worked and hours of work 3 6.4 
Labour earnings, hours of work and months worked 9 19.2 
Total 47 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information. 
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the 
cells that include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

3.3.3 Demographic characteristics 

A typical Labour Force Survey collects the basic demographic characteristics of respondents. 

This is also the case for the majority of countries responding on their Labour Force Surveys. 

In particular, all countries collect information on sex and ages of respondents. All countries but 

one (Saudi Arabia) collect information on marital status and all but four (Bermuda, Hungary, 

Latvia and Saudi Arabia) collect information on educational status of its respondents. This 

information is summarized in Table 3.28. 

 

Table 3.28 Number and Distribution of Countries by Demographic Characteristics – 

Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Age and sex 1 2.1 
Age, sex, and marital status 3 6.1 
Age, sex, marital status and education 45 91.8 
Total 49 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the 
cells that include that specific variable.  

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.3.4 In and out-migration 

3.3.4.1 Out-migration 

Out of 49 countries, 13 countries (26.5 percent) are reported to collect data on former household 

members who have migrated abroad. Similar to the case of Household Surveys in general and 

Population Census in particular, there does not seem to be a time-cut off that is generally used 

by countries in recording out migrants (see Table 3.29). Of the 13 countries that report to collect 

data on former household members who have migrated abroad, the majority (6 out of 13) use 

a time cut-off other than 6 or 12 months, which are often used as time cut-offs in determining 

household membership.   

 

Table 3.29 Number and Distribution of Countries by Time Cut-off for Out-migration – 

Labour Force Surveys 

 Countries with information on out-migrants 
 
Time cut-off for out-migration 
 

No of countries % 

Last 6 months 1 7.7 
Last 12 months 4 30.8 
Other 6 46.2 
Not answered 2 15.4 
Total 13 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

 Table 3.30 Countries by Information on Out-migration – Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

13 26.5 

Month/year of departure 4 8.2 
Main reason for leaving 7 14.3 
Employment status at present 6 12.2 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and reason 2 4.1 
Out-migration, month/year of departure, and employment 3 6.1 
Total 49 100 

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

In order to determine out-migrants who work or intend to work abroad, one needs to know 

whether the former household member is currently employed in the destination country and 



53  

the reason for leaving the household, respectively. The former is collected by 6 countries, while 

the latter by 7 countries. Even fewer number of countries (4) collect information on the 

departure date of former household members. Hence, the number of countries that collect 

information on out-migrants along with the information on their date of departure and the 

reason for it is limited to 2 countries, while the number of countries that collect information on 

out-migration, their date of departure and their current employment status is 3 (Table 3.30).  

 

Table 3.31 Countries by Information on Out-migration and Labour Characteristics – 

Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

13 26.5 

Education at time of leaving 1 2.0 
Education at present 10 20.4 
Education at present and at time of leaving 1 2.0 
Employment at time of leaving 1 2.0 
Employment at present 6 12.2 
Employment at time of leaving and at present - - 
Occupation at time of leaving - - 
Occupation at present 7 14.3 
Occupation at time of leaving and present - - 
Total 49 100 

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Table 3.32 Countries by Information on Out-migration and Demographic 

Characteristics – Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 

No of countries % 

Household members who left to live, work or study abroad  
(out-migration) 

13 26.5 

Sex 10 20.4 
Age at time of leaving - - 
Age at present 11 22.5 
Age at present and at time of leaving - - 
Marital status at time of leaving - - 
Marital status at present 10 20.4 
Marital status at time of leaving and at present - - 
Total 49 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Tables 3.31 and 3.32 show the number of countries that collect different types of information 

on out-migrants. These tabulations suggest that for the majority of countries it is not possible 

to track the changes in the demographic and labour related characteristics of out-migrants 

before and after migration. None of the countries report to collect data on the age and marital 

status of the former household members or what their occupational status was before they left 

the country. Only one country report to collect data on the educational status of the former 

household members before migrating abroad. Similarly, only one country report to collect 

information on the employment status of former household members before migrating abroad 

and 6 countries what their employment status is in the foreign country. 

3.3.4.2 In-migration 

Out of 49 countries, a total of 10 countries (about a fifth) report to inquire whether the current 

household members have ever lived abroad. Of these 10 countries, seven also inquire about the 

date they have arrived to the destination country but only 2 about the main reason for migration. 

Hence, in only these two countries is it possible to identify flows of migrants who have 

migrated (or returned to the home country) for reasons related to work (Table 3.33). However, 

of these 10 countries, 6 inquire about the date of arrival as well as the current employment 

status of these migrants. These countries are able to identify (foreign) migrant workers and/or 

returned migrants who currently work in their home countries.  

 

Table 3.33 Countries by Information on In-migration – Labour Force Surveys 

 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on  
 

No of countries % 

Household members who ever lived abroad  
(in-migration) 

10 20.4 

Month/year of arrival 7 14.3 
Main reason for migrating to destination country 2 4.1 
Employment status at present 47 95.9 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and reason 2 4.1 
In-migration, month/year of arrival, and employment 6 12.2 
Total 49 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.3.5 Remittances 

Only one country (Switzerland) is reported to collect information on remittances sent and one 

country (Chile) on the remittances received in their labour force survey. Hence, Labour Force 

Surveys do not appear to be likely sources for remittance related information. 

 

3.3.6 Refugees and asylum seekers 

Out of 49 countries only 7 countries (14.3 percent) cover refugees in their Labour Force Survey 

but only two countries (4.1 percent) cover asylum seekers. These two countries (Luxembourg 

and Turkey) also cover refugees and are among the 7 countries noted above.  
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3.4 Border and Admission Statistics (Q3) 

The ILO questionnaire on Border and Admission Statistics aims to understand the type of 

information countries collect on international migrant workers through their 

immigration/emigration forms or registers used at country borders or at other points of entry 

and exit. Out of 128 countries responding to at least one ILO questionnaire, only 48 countries 

have provided information on their Border and Admission Statistics. All responding countries 

but one (Switzerland) filled in one questionnaire regarding their Border and Admission 

Statistics. Switzerland responded to the ILO questionnaire by filling in two questionnaires: one, 

related to their standard Border and Admission Statistics and another related to their Statistics 

on Asylum Seekers. The tabulations in this section are based on these 48 countries.     

3.4.1 Migration related characteristics 

Out of 48 countries, 20 countries or 41.7 percent collect information on country of birth in 

their Border and Admission forms/registers. A larger number of countries (38 countries or 79.2 

percent) collect information on country of citizenship and a half (24 countries) collect 

information on the country of residence. The number of countries that inquire about all three 

variables – country of birth, country of citizenship and country of residence – is 16 or a third 

of all countries (Table 3.34). The number of countries that collect information neither on 

country of birth, country of citizenship nor country of residence is limited to four countries. 

The number of countries that collect information only on country of residence is equally low 

at 3 countries. 

Table 3.34 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics 

– Border and Admission Statistics 

 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither country of birth, citizenship nor c. of residence 4 8.3 
Country of birth only 1 2.1 
Country of citizenship only 18 37.5 
Country of birth and citizenship 1 2.1 
Country of residence only 3 6.3 
Country of birth and residence 2 4.2 
Country of citizenship and c. of residence 3 6.3 
Country of birth, citizenship and c. of residence 16 33.3 
Total 48 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information. The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.4.2 Labour related characteristics 

The employment status information is collected by only 13 countries (27.1 percent). Table 3.35 

shows the number of countries by migration and labour related information collected. The 

number of countries that collect some migration related characteristic (i.e. either country of 

birth, country of citizenship or country of residence) along with employment status is limited 

to 12 countries or a quarter of all countries. Hence, only for this group of countries would it be 

possible to identify international migrant workers. 

 

Table 3.35 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration and Labour Related 

Characteristics – Border and Admission Statistics 

 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither c. of birth, citizenship, c. of residence nor employment 3 6.3 
Country of citizenship only 17 35.4 
Country of birth and citizenship 1 2.1 
Country of residence only 3 6.3 
C. of birth, citizenship and c. of residence 1 2.1 
Country of birth and residence 3 6.3 
Country of citizenship and c. of residence 7 14.6 
Employment only 1 2.1 
Country of birth and employment 1 2.1 
Country of citizenship and employment 1 2.1 
C. of birth, c. of residence and employment 1 2.1 
C. of birth, citizenship, c. of residence and employment 9 18.8 
Total 48 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

More detailed information on labour market characteristics are collected by even fewer 

countries: Out of 48 countries, 16 countries (33.3 percent) collect information on occupation 

held, 9 countries (18.8 percent) on industry/economic sector employed in and 7 countries (14.6 

percent) on status in employment. Table 3.36 shows that 29 countries (60.4 percent) do not 

collect any of this information. In contrast, the number of countries that collect all three pieces 

of information – occupation held, industry/economic sector and status in employment – is 5 

constituting 10.4 percent of all countries.  
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Table 3.36 Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics – 

Border and Admission Statistics 

Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 
No of 

countries 
% 

Neither status in employment, occupation held nor industry/economic 
sector 

29 60.4 

Status in employment only 1 2.1 
Occupation held only 8 16.7 
Status in employment and occupation held 1 2.1 
Industry/economic sector only 2 4.2 
Status in employment and industry/economic sector - - 
Occupation held and industry/economic sector 2 4.2 
Status in employment, occupation held and industry/economic sector 5 10.4 
Total 48 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

In the labour related characteristics section of the Border and Admission Statistics 

questionnaire, a total of 8 countries have declared not to collect information on employment 

status though they have also reported that they collect information on occupation held (5 

countries), industry/economic sector employed in (2 countries) and the status in employment 

(i.e. employee, employer, self-employed, unpaid family worker; 1 country). As discussed 

earlier, this situation might be regarded as a reporting error stemming from what is understood 

to mean ‘employment status’ on the part of the national expert answering the ILO 

questionnaire. However, in the case of Border and Admission Statistics, that certain countries 

do not collect information on current employment status of individuals entering or leaving the 

country but, for instance, on occupation held may not be a discrepancy. Countries may not 

collect the former but choose to collect the latter if they consider other labour characteristics to 

be more informative about the employability and income status of the individual as compared 

to the current employment status of the individual. Notwithstanding this point, if these eight 

countries were to be regarded as among those that collect information on employment status, 

the number of countries that collect information on the employment status of their respondents 

would increase from 13 to 21 countries (from 27.1 percent to 43.8 percent of countries).   
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3.4.3 Demographic characteristics 

Out of 48 countries, a total of 41 countries inquire about age (85.4 percent), 43 countries (89.6 

percent) about sex, 16 countries (33.3 percent) about marital status and 8 countries (16.7 

percent) about educational status. The number of countries that collect all four demographic 

characteristics is limited to 5 countries or 10.4 percent of all responding countries (Table 3.37). 

The most common combination of information inquired is age and sex (45.8 percent of all 

countries) and to a lesser extent age, sex and marital status (22.9 percent of all countries). 

 

Table 3.37 Number and Distribution of Countries by Demographic Characteristics – 

Border and Admission Statistics 

 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither age, sex, marital status nor education 4 8.3 
Sex only 3 6.3 
Age and sex 22 45.8 
Age, sex, and marital status 11 22.9 
Age and education 1 2.1 
Age, sex, and education 2 4.2 
Age, sex, marital status and education 5 10.4 
Total 48 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.4.4 In and out-migration 

In the ILO questionnaire on Border and Admission Statistics, there are two sets of questions 

that inquire about the information collected on in- and out-migrants. In the first set, the 

coverage of nationals and foreigners entering and exiting the country are inquired broadly, 

whereas in the second set, detailed information on reason for in- and out-migration, year of 

arrival, time period allowed to stay in the origin/destination country and the origin/destination 

country are asked.    

3.4.4.1 Out-migration 

Out of 48 countries, 27 countries or 56.3 percent report to cover nationals going abroad to live 

and 30 countries or 62.5 percent cover nationals leaving the country for temporary purposes 

such as for tourism, shopping, visiting, business, etc.  
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In terms of the detailed information collected in the Admission and Border Statistics, out of 48 

countries, 20 countries (41.7 percent) report to collect information on the reason for departure, 

17 countries (35.4 percent) on the intended duration of stay abroad and 23 countries (47.9 

percent) on the country of destination (Table 3.38). The number of countries that collect 

information both on the reason for departure as well as the country of destination is 18, while 

the number of countries that collect information both on the reason and intended duration of 

stay in the destination is 12. The ILO questionnaire on Border and Admission Statistics does 

not inquire whether the country records the date of departure of individuals leaving the country.   

 

Table 3.38 Countries by Information on Out-migration – Border and Admission 

Statistics 

 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Reason for departure 20 41.7 
Intended duration of stay 17 35.4 
Destination country 23 47.9 
Reason and destination 18 37.5 
Reason and intended duration of stay 12 25.0 
Total 48 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.4.4.2 In-migration 

Out of 48 countries, 28 countries (58.3 percent) report to cover nationals returning from 

residence abroad, 34 countries (70.8 percent) foreigners entering the country to live there, and 

38 countries (79.2 percent) foreigners entering the country for temporary purposes such as for 

tourism, shopping, visiting, business, etc.  

In terms of the detailed information collected by countries on in-migrants; 33 countries (68.8 

percent) collect information on the year of arrival, 29 countries (60.4 percent) on the reason for 

arrival, 13 countries (27.1 percent) on the time period allowed to stay in the country, and 16 

countries (33.3 percent) on the country of origin (Table 3.39). The number of countries that 

collect information on year of arrival and the reason for arrival is 22 (45.8 percent), while the 

number of countries that collect information on year of arrival, reason for entering the country 

and country of origin is limited to 12 countries. The number of countries that collect 

information on year, reason and period allowed to stay in the country is even fewer at 9.    
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Table 3.39 Countries by Information on In-migration – Border and Admission Statistics 

 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Year of arrival 33 68.8 
Reason for arrival 29 60.4 
Time period allowed to stay 13 27.1 
Country of origin 16 33.3 
Year and reason for entry 22 45.8 
Year, reason and country of origin 12 25.0 
Year, reason, period allowed to stay 9 18.8 
Total 48 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.4.5 Remittances 

The ILO questionnaire on Border and Admission Statistics does not inquire whether countries 

collect information through this data source on remittances sent or received. 

 

3.4.6 Refugees and asylum seekers 

In their Border and Admission forms and registers, a half of countries report to cover refugees 

(24 out of 48 countries) and a third of countries (16 countries out of 48 countries) asylum 

seekers. All countries but one that cover asylum seekers in their Border and Admission registers 

also cover refugees. 

Of the 24 countries that cover refugees in their Border and Admission Statistics, 12 countries 

(50 percent) inquire about the country of birth, 22 countries (91.7 percent) about the country 

of citizenship and 13 countries (54.2 percent) about the country of previous residence of these 

individuals. The number of countries that collect information on both country of birth, 

citizenship and previous residence of refugees is 10 (41.7 percent) (Table 3.40).  

 

  



62  

Table 3.40 Number and Distribution of Countries that Collect Data on Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers by Migration Related Characteristics – Border and Admission 

Statistics 

 Refugees Asylum seekers 
 
Border and Admission Statistics collect information 
on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 
No of 

countries 
% 

Neither country of birth, citizenship nor c. of residence  1 4.2 1 6.3 
Country of birth only - - - - 
Country of citizenship only 9 37.5 6 37.5 
Country of birth and citizenship 1 4.2 - - 
Previous country of residence only - - - - 
C. of birth and previous c. of residence 1 4.2 1 6.3 
C. of citizenship and previous c. of residence 2 8.3 1 6.3 
C. of birth, citizenship and previous c. of  residence 10 41.7 7 43.8 
Total 24 100 16 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Since the overwhelming majority of countries that cover asylum seekers are also the ones that 

cover refugees, the information collected on asylum seekers mimics that of the information 

collected on refugees: Out of 16 countries, 8 countries (50 percent) collect information on 

country of birth, 14 countries (87.5 percent) on country of citizenship and 9 countries (56.3 

percent) on country of previous residence (Table 3.40). The number of countries that collect 

all three types of information is 7 (43.8 percent). 
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3.5 Establishment Census (Q4) 

Out of 128 countries that have filled out at least one ILO questionnaire, only 18 countries have 

responded to the ILO questionnaire on the Establishment Census. Similar to other 

questionnaires, the Establishment Census questionnaire includes a set of screening questions 

that instruct the countries whether to fill out this particular questionnaire or not. In particular, 

the countries are asked to fill out the Establishment Census questionnaire if they collect 

information on country of birth, country of citizenship, nationality or country of previous 

residence. Hence, countries that have an Establishment Census but that do not cover any one 

of these topics related to international migrant workers in their Establishment Census would 

not fill out this questionnaire. However, as noted earlier and demonstrated by responses 

provided especially for administrative sources, a failure to answer the Establishment Census 

questionnaire may not be interpreted to mean that the country in question does not collect 

information on international migrant workers through this data source or that it does not 

conduct an Establishment Census. Hence, this section of the report considers only the answers 

provided by these 18 countries without making any adjustments for countries who have failed 

to respond.    

 

Table 3.41 Periodicity of Establishment Census  

Periodicity  Number Percent 
Every X years 14 77.8 
   1 5 27.8 
   5 3 16.7 
10 6 33.3 
Once or irregular 4 22.2 
Total 18 100 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

In terms of the periodicity of the Establishment Censuses, a third of countries (6 out of 18) 

report that they conduct their Establishment Census every 10 years (Table 3.41). Another 16.7 

percent conduct their Establishment census every five years, while 27.8 percent report to 

conduct the Census every year. The number of countries that carry out the Census once or on 

an irregular interval is 4 out of 18 (22.2 percent). 
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3.5.1 Migration related characteristics 

Out of 18 countries that have responded to the ILO questionnaire on the Establishment Census, 

6 countries (33.3 percent) collect information on country of birth, 7 countries (38.9 percent) on 

country of citizenship and only one country (5.6 percent) on country of previous residence. The 

number of countries that collect information neither on country or birth, citizenship nor country 

of previous residence in 7 (38.9 percent) (Table 3.42). These countries collect information on 

nationality which is why they proceed to fill out the questionnaire. The number of countries 

that collect information on all three variables – country of birth, citizenship and country of 

previous residence is limited to 1.  

Table 3.42 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics 

– Establishment Census 

 
Establishment Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither country of birth, citizenship nor previous residence 7 38.9 
Country of birth only 4 22.2 
Country of citizenship only 5 27.8 
Country of birth and citizenship 1 5.6 
Country of previous residence only - - 
Country of birth and previous residence - - 
Country of citizenship and previous residence - - 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 1 5.6 
Total 18 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information. The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.5.2 Labour related characteristics 

Through their Establishment Census, countries collect information on basic labour related 

characteristics. For instance, all countries collect the industry/economic sector that the 

establishment is engaged in, 10 out of 18 countries (55.6 percent) collect information on the 

occupation held by workers, 12 (66.7 percent) on status in employment, 5 (27.8 percent) on 

wages earned, 4 (22.2 percent) on hours worked and 3 (16.7 percent) on the date the worker 

started working for the establishment.  

Table 3.43 shows the different combination of labour related characteristics collected by 

countries. Very few countries collect information through their Establishment Census that can 

help describe the labour market outcomes of workers in any detail.  
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Table 3.43 Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics – 

Establishment Census 

 
Establishment Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither occupation held, status in employment, wages nor hours of work 3 16.7 
Occupation only 2 11.1 
Status in employment only 4 22.2 
Occupation and status in employment 2 11.1 
Status in employment and wages 1 5.6 
Occupation, status in employment and wages 2 11.1 
Occupation held, status in employment and hours of work 2 11.1 
Occupation held, wages and hours of work 1 5.6 
Status in employment, occupation held, wages and hours of work 1 5.6 
Total 18 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

 

3.5.3 Demographic characteristics 

The majority of countries collect basic demographic information such as age, sex and 

educational attainment through their Establishment Census. In particular, 11 out of 18 countries 

(61.1 percent) collect information on age, 16 countries (88.9 percent) collect information on 

sex and 8 countries (44.4 percent) on the educational attainment of workers. A third of countries 

collect all three types of information, namely, on age, sex and education (Table 3.44).  

 

Table 3.44 Number and Distribution of Countries by Demographic Characteristics – 

Establishment Census 

 
Establishment Census collects information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither age, sex, nor education 2 11.1 
Sex only 3 16.7 
Age and sex 5 27.8 
Sex and education 2 11.1 
Age, sex, and education 6 33.3 
Total 18 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the 
cells that include that specific variable.  

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.5.4 Remittances 

Out of 18 countries, only one country (Rwanda) collects information on remittances sent to 

other countries through the Establishment Census. 

 

3.5.5 Refugees and asylum seekers 

The Establishment Census questionnaire did not inquire whether information is collected 

through this data source on refugees and asylum seekers.  
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3.6 Establishment Surveys (Q5) 

A total of 16 countries have filled out the Establishment Survey questionnaire of the ILO. Two 

countries - Austria and Spain - supplied two different questionnaires.  

Similar to the case of the Establishment Census questionnaire, a set of screening questions exist 

that instruct the countries whether to fill out the Establishment Survey questionnaire, which 

include country of birth, country of citizenship, nationality and country of previous residence. 

As discussed for the other ILO survey questionnaires, it is not clear whether countries have 

failed to fill out the ILO questionnaire on Establishment Surveys because they do not have an 

Establishment Survey, or that they do not collect information in their Establishment Survey on 

migration related characteristics that may help identify international migrant workers, or 

whether coordination could not be established with the institution or department that has the 

responsibility of carrying out Establishment Surveys and the focal point at the NSO.   

 

Table 3.45 Periodicity of Establishment Surveys  

Periodicity Number Percent 
Every X month 2 11.1 
   3 1 5.6 
   6 1 5.6 
Every X years 13 72.2 
   1 8 44.8 
   4 4 22.2 
   5 1 5.6 
Once or irregular 3 16.7 
Total 18 100 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

Table 3.45 shows that of the 18 Establishment Surveys from 16 countries, the overwhelming 

majority (72.2 percent) are implemented at least once every five years. However, a non-

negligible (16.7 percent) proportion of surveys are carried out on an irregular basis.  

 

3.6.1 Migration related characteristics 

Of the 16 countries that provide information on their Establishment Survey/s, 5 countries (31.3 

percent) inquire about the country of birth, 7 (43.8 percent) on country of citizenship and only 

1 (6.3 percent) on country of previous residence. The number of countries that do not collect 

either one of the three sets of information (i.e. country of birth, citizenship or previous 
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residence) is 6 or 37.5 percent of all countries answering the Establishment Survey 

questionnaire. Instead, these countries collect information on nationality. There are no 

countries that collect all three sets of information.  

 

Table 3.46 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics 

– Establishment Surveys 

 
Establishment Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither country of birth, citizenship nor previous residence 6 37.5 
Country of birth only 2 12.5 
Country of citizenship only 5 31.3 
Country of birth and citizenship 2 12.5 
Country of previous residence only - - 
Country of birth and previous residence 1 6.3 
Country of citizenship and previous residence - - 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence - - 
Total 16 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information. The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

 

3.6.2 Labour related characteristics 

In their Establishment Survey, all countries but one collect data on industry/economic sector, 

11 countries (68.8 percent) on occupation held, 7 countries (43.8 percent) on status in 

employment, 13 countries (81.3 percent) on wages earned, and 5 countries (31.3 percent) on 

hours worked.  As Table 3.47 illustrates, countries collect diverse types of labour related 

information through their Establishment Surveys though the number of countries that collect a 

rich set is rather limited.  
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Table 3.47 Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics – 

Establishment Survey 

 
Establishment Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither occupation held, status in employment, wages nor hours of 
work 1 6.3 
Occupation only 1 6.3 
Occupation and status in employment 1 6.3 
Wages only 2 12.5 
Wages and occupation held 2 12.5 
Status in employment and wages 2 12.5 
Occupation, status in employment and wages 2 12.5 
Occupation held, wages and hours of work 3 18.8 
Status in employment, occupation held, wages and hours of work 2 12.5 
Total 16 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.6.3 Demographic characteristics 

Most countries collect basic demographic information in their Establishment Surveys. In 

particular, out of 16 countries 11 (68.8 percent) collect information on age, 14 (87.5 percent) 

on sex and 11 (68.8 percent) on the education level of workers. Only 2 countries fail collect 

any information on either age, sex or education of workers, while 9 collect all three sets of 

information (Table 3.48).  

 

Table 3.48 Number and Distribution of Countries by Demographic Characteristics – 

Establishment Surveys 

 
Establishment Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither age, sex nor education 2 12.5 
Sex only 1 6.3 
Age and sex 2 12.5 
Sex and education 2 12.5 
Age, sex, and education 9 56.3 
Total 16 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.6.4 In and out-migration 

Assessing the extent of in and out-migration through the information gathered in Establishment 

Surveys is rather difficult. There is, however, a question in the ILO Establishment Survey 

questionnaire that may help identify in-migrants. This question asks whether countries collect 

the “duration of stay since arrival” in their Establishment Surveys. The answers provided by 

countries suggest that only 1 country (Sweden) collects such data.    

 

3.6.5 Remittances 

None of the 16 countries collect information on remittances through their Establishment 

Surveys.  

 

3.6.6 Refugees and asylum seekers 

The Establishment Survey questionnaire of the ILO did not inquire whether information is 

collected through this data source on refugees and asylum seekers.  
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3.7 Administrative Sources (Q6) 

A total of 72 countries have reported on their administrative sources as it concerns migrant 

populations. As noted earlier, there is a screening question in this ILO questionnaire that 

instructs countries to fill out this questionnaire if they collect information on either one of the 

following topics: country of birth, country of citizenship, nationality, country of previous 

residence, foreign workers in the country, (former) members of the household living abroad, 

members of household working abroad with work permits issued by the destination country, 

country of origin, and country of transit. As noted earlier, a failure to report on administrative 

sources may not mean that countries do not collect information on migrants or migrant workers 

through administrative sources. Therefore, the analysis in this section is done only on countries 

that have responded with at least one questionnaire on their administrative sources.  

The total number of questionnaires returned by 72 countries on administrative sources is 127. 

Table 3.49 shows the number of questionnaires returned by countries. Accordingly, 72 

countries or 56.7 percent completed just one questionnaire, 25 countries (19.7 percent) two 

questionnaires and 13 countries (10.2 percent) three questionnaires with the result that nearly 

85 percent of countries filled out at most three questionnaires.  

Table 3.49 Number of questionnaires returned by countries 

 
Countries returning 

Number Percent 

1 questionnaire 72 56.7 
2 questionnaires 25 19.7 
3 questionnaires 13 10.2 
4 questionnaires 8 6.3 
5 questionnaires 5 3.9 
6 questionnaires 2 1.6 
7 questionnaires 2 1.6 
Total 127 100 

                  Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Table 3.50 Type of Administrative Source Reported on by Countries 

Type of administrative source reported on Number Percent 
Continuous population register 22 17.3 
Register of migrant (foreign) workers 4 3.2 
Register of nationals issued work permits to work abroad 5 3.9 
Data from private employment services 4 3.2 
Data from government/public employment services 16 12.6 
Social security registration system 15 11.8 
Register of work permits issued to foreign workers 24 18.9 
Register of international migrants 11 8.7 
Other 26 20.5 
Total 127 100 

 Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

The ILO questionnaire on Administrative Sources asked countries to identify the type of 

administrative source they are reporting on. To ease identification, the ILO has also provided 

a list of potential administrative sources from which the countries could select. This list is given 

in Table 3.50 along with the distribution of questionnaires that fit into different categories. The 

most common sources for administrative data on migrant populations are continuous 

population registers, registers of work permits issued to foreign workers, data from 

government/public employment services and social security registration systems. It is also 

important to note that nearly a fifth of countries have reported on a source that did not fit into 

any one of the broad categories listed in Table 3.50. 

 

3.7.1 Migration related characteristics 

Out of 72 countries, 46 or 63.9 percent inquire about the country of birth, 53 or 73.6 percent 

about the country of citizenship and 21 or 29.2 percent about the country of previous residence.1 

Because the country of previous residence information is collected by a relatively smaller 

number of countries, the proportion of countries that collect all three types of information, i.e. 

country of birth, country of citizenship and country of previous residence is limited to a quarter 

of all responding countries (Table 3.51). Totally, 26.4 percent of countries collect country of 

birth and citizenship and about a fifth the country of citizenship only.  

 

                                                            
1 Unlike the ILO questionnaire on the Population Census, the information on country of previous residence is 
asked as a single question. 
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Table 3.51 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics 

-  Administrative Sources 

 
Administrative sources collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither country of birth, citizenship or previous residence 10 13.9 
Country of birth only 7 9.7 
Country of citizenship only 15 20.8 
Country of birth and citizenship 19 26.4 
C. of birth and previous residence 2 2.8 
C. of citizenship and previous residence 1 1.4 
C. of birth, citizenship and previous residence 18 25.0 
Total 72 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

It is interesting to note that 10 countries (13.9 percent) report not to collect information in their 

administrative sources either on country of birth, country of citizenship or country of previous 

residence. This is despite the fact that these countries have filled out this questionnaire 

presumably because they cover topics related to international migration in their administrative 

sources. The tabulation of these 10 countries against the list of potential topics covered in their 

administrative sources reveal that two countries actually report that they cover country of 

citizenship and country of birth. It is not clear why at a later stage they report otherwise. The 

other 8 countries report that their administrative sources either cover nationality, foreign 

workers in the country or household members working abroad with work permits issued by the 

destination country. 

 

3.7.2 Labour related characteristics 

Of the 72 countries that report to collect information on foreign populations or workers, 30 

countries or 41.7 percent also collect information on employment status. The number of 

countries that collect information on all four variables, i.e. country of birth, country of 

citizenship, previous residence and employment, is limited to 11 countries or 15.3 percent of 

all countries. 
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Table 3.52 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration and Labour Related 

Characteristics – Administrative Sources 

 
Administrative sources collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither on C. of birth, citizenship, previous residence nor employment  7 9.7 
Country of birth only 4 5.6 
Country of citizenship only 12 16.7 
Country of birth and citizenship 10 13.9 
Country of birth and previous residence 1 1.4 
Country of citizenship and previous residence 1 1.4 
C. of birth, citizenship and previous residence 7 9.7 
Employment only 3 4.2 
Country of birth and employment 3 4.2 
Country of citizenship and employment 3 4.2 
Country of birth and citizenship and employment 9 12.5 
C. of birth and previous residence and employment 1 1.4 
C. of birth, citizenship and previous residence and employment 11 15.3 
Total 72 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Table 3.53 Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics – 

Administrative Sources 

Administrative sources collect information on 
No of 

countries 
% 

Neither status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic 
sector nor earnings 

20 27.8 

Status in employment only 3 4.2 
Occupation held only 3 4.2 
Status in employment and occupation held 4 5.6 
Industry/economic sector only 6 8.3 
Status in employment only and industry/economic sector 3 4.2 
Occupation held and industry/economic sector 8 11.1 
Status in employment, occupation held and industry/economic sector 9 12.5 
Status in employment, occupation held and earnings 1 1.4 
Status in employment, industry/economic sector and earnings 2 2.8 
Occupation held, industry/economic sector and earnings 4 5.6 
Status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector and 
earnings 

9 12.5 

Total 72 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
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Aside from employment status, the ILO questionnaire on Administrative Sources also inquires 

whether countries collect information on occupation held, industry/economic sector employed 

in, status in employment and earnings through their administrative sources. Of the 72 countries, 

38 (52.8 percent) collect information on occupation held, 41 (56.9 percent) on 

industry/economic sector, 31 (43.1 percent) on status in employment and 16 (22.2 percent) on 

earnings. The tabulation in Table 3.53 shows the different types of labour related information 

gathered by countries through their administrative sources. Accordingly, 20 countries (27.8 

percent) collect no labour related information, while 9 (12.5 percent) collect information on all 

four variables that include status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector 

and earnings.  

It is interesting to note that a number of countries that report not to collect information on 

employment status collect information on other labour market outcomes. For instance, out of 

42 countries that report not to collect information on employment status, 18 collect information 

on occupation held and industry/economic sector, 9 on status in employment and 3 on earnings. 

If these countries were to be counted among those that collect information on employment 

status – at least whether the person is employed or not at some point defined as per the reference 

period of these questions – the number of countries that collect information on employment 

status increases from 30 to 50 (or from 41.7 percent to 69.4 percent). 

 

3.7.3 Demographic characteristics 

Out of 72 countries, 65 (90.3 percent) collect information on age, 68 (94.4 percent) on sex, 41 

(56.9 percent) on marital status and 33 (45.8 percent) on educational status. The number of 

countries that collect information on age, sex, marital status and education is 29 or 40.3 percent 

of the countries responding to the ILO questionnaire on administrative sources (Table 3.54). 

The number of countries that do not collect any data on demographic characteristics in their 

administrative sources is limited to four countries.  
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Table 3.54 Number and Distribution of Countries by Demographic Characteristics – 

Administrative Sources 

 
Administrative sources collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither age, sex, marital status nor education 4 5.6 
Sex only 3 4.2 
Age and sex 20 27.8 
Age, sex, and marital status 12 16.7 
Age, sex, and education 4 5.6 
Age, sex, marital status and education 29 40.3 
Total 72 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the 
cells that include that specific variable.  

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

3.7.4 In and out-migration 

3.7.4.1 Out-migration 

A quarter of countries (18 out of 72) cover nationals (citizens) living abroad (excluding 

temporary leave for travel, visiting, shopping, business etc.) and 23.6 percent (17 countries out 

of 72) nationals (citizens) living and working abroad (excluding temporary leave for travel, 

visiting, shopping, business, etc.). Totally, 25 countries or 34.7 percent are reported to cover 

nationals living and/or working abroad. 

In terms of migration outflows, the ILO questionnaire on Administrative Sources inquires 

whether countries collect information on year of departure, reason for departure, destination 

country and time period allowed to stay in the destination country.  The number of countries 

that record the year of departure is 31 (43.1 percent) and the reason for departure is 10 (13.9 

percent), so that for only 9 countries (12.5 percent) is it possible to collect information on for-

work migrants leaving the country with an intention to work abroad. A larger number of 

countries (37 or 51.4 percent) collect information on the time period that out-migrants are 

allowed to stay in the destination country, though the number of countries that collect 

information on the destination county is fewer at 23 (31.9 percent). The number of countries 

that collect information on year, reason and the country of destination is limited to 7 or 9.7 

percent of all countries. 
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Table 3.55 Countries by Information on Out-migration – Administrative Sources 

 
Administrative sources collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Year of departure 31 43.1 
Reason for departure 10 13.9 
Time period allowed to stay 37 51.4 
Destination country 23 31.9 
Year and reason 9 12.5 
Year, reason and destination 7 9.7 
Year, reason, period allowed to stay 8 11.1 
Total 72 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 

3.7.4.2 In-migration 

The ILO questionnaire on Administrative Sources inquires about migration inflows through a 

set of questions on year of arrival, reason for coming to this country, country of previous 

residence and time period allowed to stay in the country. Out of 72 countries, 47 (65.3 percent) 

collect information on the year of arrival of individuals from abroad and 28 (38.9 percent) on 

the reason for their arrival. Hence, 26 countries (36.1 percent) collect information on in-coming 

for-work migrants. This group of individuals can be immigrants or return migrants, which can 

only be distinguished by using additional information on some migration related characteristic 

discussed earlier. 

The number of countries that collect information on the time period for which the in-coming 

individuals are allowed to stay in the country is 41 (56.9 percent). The information on country 

of previous residence is collected by 21 countries (29.2 percent). Hence, the number of 

countries that collect information on year, reason and country of previous residence is 15 or 

less than a half of all countries. 

Table 3.56 Countries by Information on In-migration – Administrative Sources 

 
Administrative sources collect information on 
 

No of countries % 

Year of arrival 47 65.3 
Reason for arrival 28 38.9 
Time period allowed to stay 41 56.9 
Country of previous residence 21 29.2 
Year and reason for arrival 26 36.1 
Year, reason and country of previous residence 15 20.8 
Year, reason, period allowed to stay 21 29.2 
Total 72 100 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.7.5 Remittances 

The ILO questionnaire on Administrative Sources does not inquire whether countries collect 

information on remittances sent or received. 

 

3.7.6 Refugees and asylum seekers 

Of the 72 countries that report on Administrative Sources, 30 (41.7 percent) report to identify 

refugees and 24 (33.3 percent) asylum seekers. All countries but one that cover refugees also 

cover asylum seekers, though four countries that report to cover asylum seekers do not cover 

refugees.  

In terms of the migration related characteristics, the majority of countries that cover refugees 

and asylum seekers collect information on country of birth and country of citizenship but not 

necessarily on country of previous residence. More specifically, out of 30 countries that cover 

refugees, 26 (86.7 percent) collect information on country of birth, 27 (90 percent) on country 

of citizenship and 13 (43.3 percent) on country of previous residence. Similarly, of the 24 

countries that cover asylum seekers, 22 (91.7 percent) collect information on country of birth, 

20 (83.3 percent) on country of citizenship and 13 (54.2) on country of previous residence. A 

sizable proportion of countries (43.3 percent in the case of countries that cover refugees and 50 

percent in the case of those that cover asylum seekers) collect information on all three 

characteristics, namely country of birth, citizenship and country of previous residence. 

Table 3.57 Number and Distribution of Countries that Collect Data on Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers by Migration Related Characteristics – Administrative Sources 

 Refugees Asylum seekers 
 
Labour Force Surveys collect information on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 
No of 

countries 
% 

Neither c. of birth, citizenship nor previous residence     
Country of birth only 3 10.0 3 12.5 
Country of citizenship only 4 13.3 2 8.3 
Country of birth and citizenship 10 33.3 6 25.0 
C. of birth and previous c. of residence - - 1 4.2 
C. of birth, citizenship and previous c. of  residence 13 43.3 12 50.0 
Total 30 100 24 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.8 Estimation of International Migrant Workers (Q7) 

The final ILO questionnaire (Estimations of International Migrant Workers) concerns the 

estimations countries carry out on international migrant workers using various sources of data 

such as administrative, census, and survey data. The screening questions – country of birth, 

country of citizenship, nationality, foreign workers in the country, country of previous 

residence of foreign workers in the county, and (former) household members working abroad 

– instruct the countries whether to fill out this particular ILO questionnaire or not. Accordingly, 

25 countries have filled out the questionnaire, with only one country – Spain – filling out two 

questionnaires. 

 

3.8.1 Migration related characteristics 

Out of 25 countries, 14 countries (56.0 percent) report that their estimations produce data on 

country of birth, 11 (44.0 percent) on country of citizenship, and 7 (28.0 percent) on country 

of previous residence. In 9 countries (38.5 percent) estimations neither produce data on country 

of birth, citizenship nor country of previous residence. In contrast, in less than a quarter of 

countries, estimations produce data on all three migration related characteristics (Table 3.58) 

 

Table 3.58 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration Related Characteristics 

– Estimation of International Migrant Workers  

 
Estimations produce data on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither c. of birth, citizenship nor previous residence 9 36.0 
Country of birth only 4 16.0 
Country of citizenship only 2 8.0 
Country of birth and citizenship 3 12.0 
Country of previous residence only - - 
Country of birth and previous residence 1 4.0 
Country of citizenship and previous residence - - 
Country of birth, citizenship and previous residence 6 24.0 
Total 25 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells 
that include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.8.2 Labour related characteristics 

In terms of labour related characteristics, in 16 countries (64.0 percent) estimations produce 

data on employment status. Table 3.59 shows that over a half of countries that carry out 

estimations of international migrant workers produce data on employment along with some 

migration related characteristic (i.e. country of birth, citizenship or country of previous 

residence). In contrast, in nearly a quarter of countries, estimations produce data neither on the 

employment status nor on any migration related characteristics of international migrant 

workers. 

 

Table 3.59 Number and Distribution of Countries by Migration and Labour Related 

Characteristics – Estimation of International Migrant Workers 

 
Estimations produce data on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither c. of birth, citizenship, previous residence nor employment 6 24.0 
Country of citizenship only 1 4.0 
Country of birth and previous residence 1 4.0 
C. of birth, citizenship and previous residence 1 4.0 
Employment only 3 12.0 
Country of birth and employment 4 16.0 
Country of citizenship and employment 1 4.0 
Country of birth, citizenship and employment 3 12.0 
C. of birth, citizenship, previous residence and employment 5 20.0 
Total 25 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

The ILO questionnaire on the Estimation of International Migrant Workers also inquires 

whether aside from the employment status of international migrant workers, other labour 

related characteristics such as occupation, industry/economic sector employed in, status in 

employment, wages and hours of work data are generated. The results reveal that 14 countries 

(56.0 percent) generate data on occupation, 18 (72.0 percent) on industry/economic sector, 14 

(56.0 percent) on status in employment, 7 (28.0 percent) on wages earned, and 9 (36.0 percent) 

on hours worked. Table 3.60 shows the different combinations of labour related characteristics 

that estimations of international migrant workers generate. As is obvious from the table 

provided, the number of countries that produce data detailed enough to depict the labour market 

outcomes of international migrant workers is rather few.   
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Table 3.60 Number and Distribution of Countries by Labour Related Characteristics – 

Estimation of International Migrant Workers 

 
Estimations produce data on 
 

No of 
countries 

% 

Neither status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector nor 
wages 

7 28.0 

Industry/economic sector only 3 12.0 
Status in employment and industry/economic sector 1 4.0 
Occupation held and industry/economic sector 1 4.0 
Status in employment, occupation held and industry/economic sector 6 24.0 
Status in employment, occupation held, industry/economic sector and wages 7 28.0 
Total 25 100 

Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information. The 
number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the cells that 
include that specific variable.  
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

3.8.3 Demographic characteristics 

In their Estimation of International Migrant Workers, 19 countries (76.0 percent) produce data 

on age of migrant workers, 22 countries (88.0 percent) on sex, 13 countries (52.0 percent) on 

their marital status and education. A small number of countries - 3 out of 25 – produce no data 

on age, sex, marital status or education (Table 3.61). In contrast, nearly a half of countries 

produce data on all four demographic variables.   

 

Table 3.61 Number and Distribution of Countries by Demographic Characteristics – 

Estimation of International Migrant Workers 

Estimations produce data on 
No of 

countries 
% 

Neither age, sex, marital status nor education 3 12.0 
Sex only 3 12.0 
Age and sex 5 20.0 
Age, sex, and marital status 1 4.0 
Age, sex, and education 1 4.0 
Age, sex, marital status and education 12 48.0 
Total 25 100 
Note: The tabulation shows the number of countries that collect multiple types of information.   
The number of countries that collect a single type of information is found by aggregating the 
cells that include that specific variable.  

  Source: ILO, metadata. 
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3.8.4 In and out-migration 

In the Estimation of International Migrant Workers questionnaire, the questions on duration of 

stay in the country to date, reason for migration, household members living abroad and duration 

of stay abroad (or date or departure) help in identifying in and out migration.  

In regards to out-migration, out of 25 countries only 2 countries generate data on former 

household members living abroad and on the duration of their stay abroad. In regards to in-

migration, 7 countries (28.0 percent) produce data on the duration of stay in the country to the 

date of the survey/administrative record. A slightly larger number of countries – 10 or 40.0 

percent – produce data on the reason for migration. 

 

3.8.5 Remittances 

Out of 25 countries, none produce data on remittances sent, while two countries (Kosova and 

Nigeria) produce data on remittances received.  

 

3.8.6 Refugees and asylum seekers 

In 7 countries out of 25 (28.0 percent) estimations produce data on refugees and in 6 (24.0 

percent) on asylum seekers. In four countries, estimations produce data on both refugees and 

asylum seekers, while in two only on asylum seekers and in three only on refugees. 
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4. Synthesis of Results and Conclusion 

This report evaluated the type of information available on international migrant workers based 

on the metadata gathered by the ILO from 128 member countries using 7 different 

questionnaires. The metadata was analysed under three broad headings: migration related 

characteristics, labour related characteristics and demographic characteristics. Furthermore, 

whether countries collect the type of information that enables them to generate statistics on 

flows as opposed to stocks of international migrant workers was also discussed. Refugees and 

asylum seekers were considered as distinct categories of international migrant workers. 

The three main variables that were considered under migration related characteristics were 

country of birth, country of citizenship and country of previous residence. At least one of these 

variables needs to be collected to identify international migrants. Table 3.62 summarizes the 

information on these three variables as presented in the text. The analysis of the metadata 

suggests that Population Censuses are the most likely sources of data for any one of these three 

variables. They are followed by Households Surveys, in particular, Labour Force Surveys. 

Other likely sources of data for country of citizenship, but not necessarily for country of birth, 

are Border and Admission Statistics and Administrative Sources. Establishment Surveys and 

Censuses, in contrast, are the least likely sources of data for migration related characteristics. 

The ‘country of previous residence’ information is more likely to be collected in administrative 

sources than in surveys or censuses but nonetheless, less likely to be collected in any data 

source as compared to country of birth and country of citizenship.  

Although a county may choose to identify international migrants based on country of birth, 

citizenship or residence, all three pieces of information would be required for the identification 

of various groups within international migrants such as return migrants, foreign-born citizens 

and foreign-born non-citizens and the like. As discussed earlier, the number of countries that 

collect information on all three migration related characteristics via any source is rather small 

and therefore, countries aiming for a detailed account of international migrants would need to 

make changes in the information collected in their data sources.  
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Table 4.1 Migration Related Characteristics by Questionnaire Type 

Sources of data 
Country  
of birth 

Country  
of citizenship 

Country  
of previous 
residence 

Population Censuses 95.1 80.3 59.0 
Household Surveys 68.6 67.4 41.5 
Labour Force Surveys 73.5 71.4 40.8 
Border and Admission Statistics 41.7 79.2 50.0 
Establishment Censuses 33.3 38.9 5.6 
Establishment Surveys 31.3 43.8 6.3 
Administrative Sources 63.9 73.6 29.2 
Estimations of Int. Migrant Workers 53.9 42.3 26.9 

Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

 

Table 4.2 Labour Related Characteristics by Questionnaire Type 

Sources of data 
Employment 

status 

Employment and 
migration related 

characteristic 
Population Censuses 96.0 96.0 
Household Surveys 97.7 82.5 
Labour Force Surveys 100 83.7 
Border and Admission Statistics 27.1 25.1 
Establishment Censuses 100 61.1 
Establishment Surveys 100 62.5 
Administrative Sources 41.7 37.6 
Estimation of International Migrant Workers 65.4 50.0 

   Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Among labour related characteristics, the most important piece of information relates to 

employment status. Table 3.63 summarizes this information by data source and suggests that 

apart from Labour Force Surveys and Establishment Censuses/Surveys, the most common 

sources for employment data are Population Censuses and Household Surveys in general. 

When employment status and migration related characteristics are considered together, it is 

observed that in 96 percent of the countries responding to the ILO Country Survey it would be 

possible to identify international migrant workers because the Population Census in these 

countries collects data both on employment status as well as some migration related 

characteristic (i.e. country of birth, country of citizenship or country of previous residence). 

Another common source for both variables is Labour Force Surveys. In contrast, Border and 

Admission Statistics and Administrative Sources are not likely to identify international migrant 
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workers mainly because they are unlikely to collect information on the current employment 

status of international migrants. 

The demographic variables considered in this report namely, age, sex, marital status and 

education are collected in various data sources. The results summarized in Table 3.64 suggest 

that the Population Census, Household Surveys and Labour Force Surveys typically collect all 

four variables, whereas other data sources collect information on age and sex but not 

necessarily on marital status and education.   

 

Table 4.3 Demographic Characteristics by Questionnaire Type 

Sources of data Age Sex 
Marital 
status 

Education 

Population Censuses 100 100 98.4 99.1 
Household Surveys 97.7 97.7 95.3 94.2 
Labour Force Surveys 100 100 98.0 91.8 
Border and Admission Statistics 89.6 85.4 33.3 16.7 
Establishment Censuses 61.1 88.9 - 44.4 
Establishment Surveys 68.8 87.5 - 68.8 
Administrative Sources 90.3 94.4 56.9 45.8 
Estimations of Int. Migrant Workers 76.9 88.5 53.9 53.9 

Note: - not available. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 
 

Hence, the analysis based on migration, labour and demographic characteristics suggest that 

the Population Census is the most likely source to be relied upon in describing both the 

magnitude and the basic characteristics of international labour migrants. However, the rather 

infrequent application of the Population Census means that it may fall short of describing the 

phenomenon of international labour migration in a timely manner. Instead, Household Surveys, 

in particular, Labour Force Surveys, may be considered as possible potential sources of timely 

data due to their near complete coverage of basic labour market and demographic 

characteristics and rather frequent applications. The downside of Labour Force Surveys, 

however, is the possible under-coverage of migrant populations that may reside in irregular 

housing units that may fall outside of the sampling frame of Labour Force Surveys requiring 

countries to adopt special sampling methodologies to remedy possible short-comings related 

to under-coverage. (See ILO report on Sampling Elusive Populations by Verma (2013).) 

Notwithstanding the advantages of Household Surveys mentioned above, the analysis in this 

report also suggests that they may be rather poor sources of data for migration flows. Very few 
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countries report to collect information on household members working abroad or those who 

have worked abroad at some point in their lives. If countries have a regularly administered 

Labour Force Survey, incorporating some migration related characteristic in the survey 

questionnaire would enable them to take stock of international migrant workers in the country. 

However, gathering data on inflows and outflows of international migrant workers would 

require more fundamental changes to survey instruments. Indeed, Table 3.65, which shows the 

proportion of countries that collect information in their surveys/censuses on household 

members who have ever lived abroad and those who have left for abroad, suggests that 

Household Surveys are not likely to be good sources of information neither for for-work 

migrants nor flows of immigrants, emigrants or return migrants. As noted earlier, apart from 

some migration related statistics, the date of departure or arrival and the reason for the move is 

required to identify for-work migrants, while the employment status information is required to 

identify flows of immigrants, emigrants and return migrants. 

Another concern in regards to the flows measured through surveys/censuses is in regards to the 

time-cut off used to identify in and out-migrants. Generally, it is thought that countries either 

use a six or a 12-month time cut-off in recording former household members who have left the 

country or returned after a period of absence. However, the metadata show that countries use 

very diverse time cut-offs and by no means is the 6 or 12-month cut-off the most commonly 

used time cut-offs.  

Table 4.4 In and Out-Migration using Surveys/Censuses 

Sources of data 
In-migration, 

date,  
reason 

In-migration, 
date, 

employment 

Out-
migration 

date,  
reason 

Out-
migration, 

date, 
employment 

Population Censuses 7.4 37.7 17.2 7.4 
Household Surveys 4.7 14.0 17.4 11.6 
Labour Force Surveys 4.1 12.2 4.1 6.1 
Establishment Censuses - - - - 
Establishment Surveys - - - - 

Note: - not available. 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

The analysis on migration inflows from administrative records and border and admission 

statistics also suggests that countries are more likely to gather data on individuals who arrive 

at the country than those who depart. (Table 3.66). Naturally, it is also more likely for the 

administrative records and border statistics to gather data on the employment status of persons 
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in the country than their status abroad. The last column of Table 3.66 is left blank with the 

assumption that the employment information that countries report to collect in their 

administrative records and border and admission statistics relate to individuals’ status in the 

country of origin. Similar to the case of Labour Force Surveys, administrative records are also 

likely to suffer from under-coverage of irregular migrant workers. Border and Admission 

Statistics, therefore, has an important role to play in understanding the magnitude of 

international migration and the potential size of migrant workers in the country, even if this 

information is derived from the declared intentions of migrants. Nonetheless, as discussed in 

the earlier sections of the report, in terms of the type of data collected, the Border and 

Admission Statistics of most countries have room for improvement before they can fill the 

knowledge gap in migration flows across countries. 

 

Table 4.5 In and Out-Migration using Administrative Records and Border Statistics 

Sources of data 

In-
migration, 

date,  
reason 

In-
migration, 

date, 
employment 

Out-
migration 

date,  
reason 

Out-
migration, 

date, 
employment 

Border and Admission Statistics 45.5 35.4 41.7* - 
Administrative Sources 36.1 44.4 12.5 - 
Note: * The Border and Admission Statistics questionnaire does not inquire whether countries collect 
the date of departure information. - NA 
Source: ILO, metadata. 

 

Finally, the analysis of the metadata suggests that the data sources considered within the 

framework of this report are not likely to be good sources of data for refugees and asylum 

seekers and that these groups need to be specially targeted. 
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Q7 Estimations of International Migrant Workers 
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Appendix B  

Table B1. Countries responding to ILO questionnaire, by geographical region and 

income group 

Countries No of 
questionnaires 

Geographical region Income group 

Albania 3 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe Upper-middle income 

Algeria 4 Northern Africa Upper-middle income 
Armenia 4 Central and Western Asia Lower-middle income 

Aruba 1 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean High income 

Australia 4 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific High income 

Austria 10 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Azerbaijan 2 Central and Western Asia Upper-middle income 

Bahamas 1 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean High income 

Bangladesh 1 Southern Asia Lower-middle income 
Belarus 6 Eastern Europe Upper-middle income 

Belgium 5 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Benin 3 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Bermuda 3 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean High income 

Brazil 3 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Brunei Darussalam 5 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific High income 

Bulgaria 1 Eastern Europe Upper-middle income 
Burkina Faso 6 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 
Burundi 1 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 
Cameroon 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Lower-middle income 
Canada 4 Northern America High income 
Cape Verde 3 Sub-Saharan Africa Lower-middle income 
Chad 2 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Chile 2 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean High income 

Colombia 5 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Comoros 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 
Congo, Democratic Republic of  6 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Costa Rica 1 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Cote d'Ivoire 1 Sub-Saharan Africa Lower-middle income 

Croatia 4 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Cyprus 6 Central and Western Asia High income 
Czech Republic 5 Eastern Europe High income 
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Denmark 6 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Dominican Republic 2 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Ecuador 2 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Egypt 5 Northern Africa Lower-middle income 

Estonia 3 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Ethiopia 1 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 3 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean High income 

Fiji 1 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific Upper-middle income 

Finland 5 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

France 2 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

French Polynesia 2 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific High income 

Gabon 2 Sub-Saharan Africa Upper-middle income 
Gambia 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 
Georgia 4 Central and Western Asia Lower-middle income 

Germany 6 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Gibraltar 6 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Greece 3 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Guernsey 2 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Guinea 2 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 
Hong Kong, China 1 Eastern Asia High income 
Hungary 8 Eastern Europe High income 
India 1 Southern Asia Lower-middle income 

Indonesia 4 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific Lower-middle income 

Iran, Islamic Republic of 1 Southern Asia Upper-middle income 

Ireland 3 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Isle of Man 2 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Israel 6 Central and Western Asia High income 

Italy 8 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Jamaica 1 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Japan 4 Eastern Asia High income 

Jersey 3 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Korea, Republic of 4 Eastern Asia High income 

Kosovo 4 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe Lower-middle income 
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Kuwait 5 Arab States High income 
Kyrgyzstan 4 Central and Western Asia Lower-middle income 

Latvia 3 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Liechtenstein 2 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Lithuania 6 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Luxembourg 6 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Macau, China 4 Eastern Asia High income 

Macedonia 2 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe Upper-middle income 

Malaysia 5 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific Upper-middle income 

Mali 3 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Malta 5 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Mauritania 2 Sub-Saharan Africa Lower-middle income 
Mauritius 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Upper-middle income 

Mexico 1 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Moldova 6 Eastern Europe Lower-middle income 
Mongolia 2 Eastern Asia Lower-middle income 
Mozambique 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Myanmar 2 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific Lower-middle income 

Netherlands 5 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Netherlands Antilles 3 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean High income 

New Caledonia 2 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific High income 

Nigeria 7 Sub-Saharan Africa Lower-middle income 

Norway 4 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Occupied Palestinian Territory 2 Arab States Lower-middle income 
Oman 4 Arab States High income 
Pakistan 1 Southern Asia Lower-middle income 

Paraguay 1 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Peru 3 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Philippines 10 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific Lower-middle income 

Poland 8 Eastern Europe High income 

Portugal 11 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Qatar 2 Arab States High income 
Romania 2 Eastern Europe Upper-middle income 
Russian Federation 3 Eastern Europe Upper-middle income 
Rwanda 5 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 
Saudi Arabia 5 Arab States High income 
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Serbia 4 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe Upper-middle income 

Seychelles 3 Sub-Saharan Africa High income 
Sierra Leone 2 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Singapore 1 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific High income 

Slovakia 7 Eastern Europe High income 

Slovenia 5 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

South Africa 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Upper-middle income 

Spain 14 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Sri Lanka 2 Southern Asia Lower-middle income 
Sudan 3 Northern Africa Lower-middle income 

Suriname 3 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Upper-middle income 

Swaziland 3 Sub-Saharan Africa Lower-middle income 

Sweden 10 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Switzerland 5 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

Tajikistan 3 Central and Western Asia Lower-middle income 
Tanzania, United Republic of 2 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Thailand 2 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific Upper-middle income 

Togo 2 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

Tokelau 2 
South-Eastern Asia and the 
Pacific Lower-middle income 

Tunisia 4 Northern Africa Lower-middle income 
Turkey 8 Central and Western Asia Upper-middle income 
Uganda 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 
Ukraine 5 Eastern Europe Lower-middle income 

United Kingdom 6 
Northern, Southern and 
Western Europe High income 

United States 2 Northern America High income 

Uruguay 2 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean High income 

Zambia 3 Sub-Saharan Africa Lower-middle income 
Zimbabwe 4 Sub-Saharan Africa Low Income 

 


